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Anzac Day at Alton
The sun shone down and a crowd of around 

150 gathered at Alton to remember our soldiers 
on Saturday 25 April at 11am. Kate Murdoch was 
the MC, ANZAC Poems were read by Sophie and 
Daisy Fowler, an impressive line up of Military were 
in attendance, and Tutira Tui played the bugle 
beautifully. The following is the address by Jacq 
Dwyer.

Tēnā koutou katoa 
Before I start, I’d like to acknowledge Mary Doyle, 

Mary Armstrong, who grew up here in Alton, and 
always came back to ANZAC day, very sad to lose 
her just a couple of weeks ago, rest in peace Mary.

Today I’m going to speak about some of the men 
in this special old photo of the Ball Road Football 
Club, later to become the Alton Rugby Club - and 
this spectacular cup they won at the end of the 1914 
season. It seems to be a big year in Rugby this year 
.. with the Patea Rugby Club 150th Jubilee coming 
up at Kings Birthday weekend, and the 150 th of 
the Hawera Rugby Club, and the recent unveiling of 
a headstone at Hawera Cemetery for James Allan 
who played for the first All Black international tour in 
1884, and is infact listed as number 1 All Black.

With the Patea Rugby Clubs Jubilee not far away, 
we were sorting through archives in the storeroom 
at the clubrooms in Patea and found this cup looking 
very tarnished and in 2 pieces. Don Adams fixed it 
for me and it will be on display for the Patea Rugby 
Club Jubilee, but today its back on the ground of the 
team that were the 2nd team to win it – Alton.

The Cup was the Wairoa Sub-Union competition 
cup, competed for by the Junior or 2nd Division 
Teams, from Alton to Whanganui, it was first won 
by Patea in 1913 and the following year was won 
by Alton. Other teams who won it in the succeeding 
years were Waitotara, Kai iwi, Pirates, and 
Ngutuwera. 

This is the earliest photo we have of our local 
Rugby Team, it formed in 1888 and the last game for 
Alton was played in 1984. We have the Alton Rugby 
team photos that were in the Hotel on the walls of 
the Hall, have a look when you go in for a cuppa. 
Catherine Koubaridis gave us this photo, as her Dad 
- Joseph Hurley, known as Joe, he was captain of 
the team, he’s right there in the middle holding the 
ball. And later in 1914 was the start of a 5-year world 
war, that would see many of them enlist to fight on 
the other side of the world, including Joe Hurley. 

There are 13 rugby players in this photo – and 
8 went to WWI. Another team member – Fred 
Hodge had died a couple of months before this 
photo was taken, his arm was cut off in an accident 
at the Alton Dairy Factory, where he worked, he 
was recuperating in Patea Hospital and contracted 
Typhoid and died two months after the accident. 
Fred’s brother Merle is in this photo, he’s the tall 
one at the back. Merle enlisted in the New Zealand 
Rifle Brigade in 1916 and was killed at the Battle 
of the Somme in 1918. Their brother Harold is in 
this picture too, he also went to war, and fortunately 
returned home.

Another member of this rugby team was Sidney 
Myles, unfortunately he isn’t actually in this team 
photo. He was the fifth of William and Jessie Myles’s 

10 children. The Myles 
family moved to the farm 
at the end of Makino 
Road, Hurleyville in 
1913. Sidney and his 
older brother Stanley 
enlisted for WWI from 
Hurleyville, and their 
names are on the Roll 
of Honour in the Hall at 
Hurleyville. Sidney was 
with the Machine Gun 
Corps and was killed in 
action on 4 November 
1918 aged 22, during 
the liberation of the 
village of Le Quesnoy. 
He was buried at 
Solesmes Communal 
Cemetery, Le Quesnoy 
along with around 30 
other NZ Soldiers, 130 
NZ soldiers in total were 
killed in that battle. 

The Germans 
occupied the ‘walled 
town’ of Le Quesnoy 
for almost the entire 
war, from August 
1914 through to its 
dramatic liberation on 
4 November 1918. 

Alton / Ball Road Football Club 1914, Second Division team, Winners of the Wairoa Sub-
Union Junior Championship

Back row: Keith Henry Couchman, Horatio (Ray) Neilson, Merle John Hodge, Walter 
Tayler (aged 38yrs), John Shaw Dick, Walter Henry Green (both wars), Jeremiah Edward 

Hurley
Middle row: (Jack) Ernest Gooday (Sec), Kenneth Archibald Carmichael, Harold Henry 
Hodge, Joseph Hurley, Stephen Couchman, Archibald D Neilson, Lyle Victor Stanley 

Pentecost, William Henry F Green. (Umpire)
Front row: William George Adams, Laurie Carmichael 

The New Zealand troops chose to not fire over the 
town's fortification, in order to preserve civilian life, 
they scaled a ladder set against the ancient walls 
of the town and took the remaining Germans as 
prisoners, and miraculously no civilians were killed. 
The liberation of Le Quesnoy was just one of the 
many campaigns that New Zealanders fought on 
the Western Front, the line that stretched across 
northern France and Belgium.

Back to Joe Hurley, the captain of the team, His 
older brother Jeremiah Hurley, is in the photo too, I 
think he may have been the coach.  Jeremiah’s son 
Tim died in WWII, and is on our War Memorial here. 
Joe Hurley was a calm, down to earth kind of man. 
He was 22 when he left Hurleyville in 1917 for active 
service. He was with the Wellington Regiment and 
fought mainly in France. When he was wounded 
and needed knee surgery, he was fortunate enough 
to have legendary Patea Doctor Wilfred Simmons 
attend to it. What a sight for sore eyes Dr Simmons 
would have been for any local boys who ended up in 
one of his Medic Stations over there. 

When the war finished, Joe went to Ireland to 
meet Hurley family members. His parents Daniel & 
Bridget had left 40 or so years earlier, and Joe was 
the first to return to Ireland. The influenza epidemic 
was rampant when he arrived, and he spoke of 
the onions they would hang around the house to 
ward it off. It wasn’t until February 1919 that he 
finally made it home again to NZ. Catherine’s older 
sisters remember their Dad going to the ANZAC Day 
service every year in Patea with his friend and fellow 
veteran Frank Thame from Hurleyville, but any other 

day of the year the war was not mentioned, busy 
farming days, wife Gwen and their four children kept 
his life full.

The Neilson brothers Ray and Archie are also in 
this photo. They were both soldiers in WWI, Archie 
enlisted in 1916 and served 3 years, and Ray a 
year later and served 2 years, he was a Lance 
Corporal in the 30th Reinforcements, F Company. 
Both survived and returned to their family farm, a 
200 acre block on Hursthouse Road, now owned 
by Bruce and Joy Fowlie. It was a dairy farm and 
the cowshed was at the base of the steep gully, the 
milk cans were sent up to the road on a continuous 
cable/flying fox. The Neilson home was near the 
road on the south end of the farm, Mary Doyle told 
me she would deliver their mail from the Alton Post 
Office to their home in the 1940’s on her way home 
from school. The Neilson home had a well swept dirt 
floor and a pot was always simmering on the coal 
range. A camellia tree still grows on the site.

The Neilson brothers went out of cows and into 
sheep in about 1950. Ivan Schultz remembers 
shearing their sheep that first year. They were 
‘droved’ down to Huston’s woolshed on Kakaramea 
Road – 1000 ewes. The following year they went up 
to Schultz’s woolshed to be shorn. As Ivan told me 
“Ray was the one that knew about farming and ran 
the farm really, Archie (Cabbie as he was known) 
wasn’t a very practical fellow”. They owned an old 
1926 Chev car, which they didn’t take out much. Ivan 
said they told him once that it had a couple of big 
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SAINT PATRICKS & 
FRANCIS de SALES PARISH

Parish Mission Statement
“In the Spirit of Christian Community to
coordinate the life of the Parish for the 

involvement of all.”

St Patrick’s     29 Egmont St, Patea
Parish Sec: Linda Towers
Ph: 06 273 8241
Fax: 06 273 8242
email: stpatspatea@xtra.co.nz

St Francis de Sales
Brassey St, Waverley

Sunday 3rd May  9.30am
Liturgy of the Word, St Patrick's, Patea
Sunday 10th May  11.00am
Mass, St Francis de Sales, Waverley
Sunday 17th May  9.30am
Liturgy of the Word, St Francis de Sales, Waverley
Sunday 24th May  11.00am
Mass, St Patrick's, Patea 
Sunday 31st May  9.30am
Liturgy of the Word, St Patrick's, Patea

Weekday Mass Times: St Patrick's, Patea
Thursday 7th May  9.30am
School Mass
Thursday 21st May  9.30am

COMMUNITY  MINISTRY
A Partnership between the 

Presbyterian, Methodist and Anglican 
Churches in Southern Taranaki

Missioner – South Taranaki - Rev. Brendan Gibbs
M: 021 214 9160   E: brendang@wtanglican.nz

May Service Details not available at 
time of printing

St Luke's Op Shop Patea
Open Tuesday & Wednesday mornings
9am to 12noon

Seniors Exercise Group
Every Thursday from 10.00am
St George's Hall, Patea

A Christian Word

Jesus Christ said, "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life." There is Salvation in NO other name. 

Waverley Baptist Church
63 Weraroa Road, Waverley. Service at 10am every Sunday. 

Email: info@waverleybaptist.org.nz   Phone (text or talk): 0273 870 670

Op Shop:
Contact 0273 870 670 for more information
Op Shop at back of the church 
Op Shop is open Wednesday and Thursday, 
10am until noon 
Donations during open hours preferred.
Please ensure all clothing is washed and 
donated items are in saleable condition

Community prayer meeting: 
At church every Monday at 1.30pm 

All very welcome. 

Carl Bates MP for Whanganui
Whanganui - South Taranaki - Stratford

carl.batesmp@parliament.govt.nz
Funded by the Parliamentary Service. Authorised by C Bates, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

When you read Gods word, Ephesians 5:21-
33 is quiet an eye opener, by this, God has 
laid out a plan for mankind to live by, whether 
it is just two, a man & a woman, married, or 
a community, or a nation of millions. There 
has to be a kind of government in all these 
relationships, could be digging a bit of a hole 
here!! What is the ideal form of Government? 
We in a democratic society have the freedom to 
choose who we want to govern us, we seem to 
get it all wrong, so we have another bash at it, 
again & again! Just never seems to really pan 
out the way we want it too. There are two forms 
of Govt. Democracy & Dictatorship, Democracy 
gives you say, a dictatorship does not! There are 
problems with both, but in order for peoples to 
live together, we need to give our vote/trust, to 
someone to do right, and make right decisions 
for our welfare. But where you have so many 
who are trying to have their say & everybody is 
trying to decide what is right & govern as well, 
that then there are many confl icts of interest & 
ideals that sooner or later, there is trouble! And 
then anarchy & violence, by frustrated people 
who cannot govern or try to take over! This has 
happened all over the world, and it seems to me, 
that it is getting progressively & violently worse! 
In verse 21 is Gods answer to this question; 
submit to one another out of reverence for 
Christ! 

What is the ideal form of Govt.? it is a 
combination of leadership & responsibility. 
It is not Gods will that everyone should run 
everything. As I said, tis a very delicate topic, 
but if the right people are placed in the right 
positions, for the good of all & not their own 
agendas, then leadership & responsibility has 
to govern all. This chapter 5 of Ephesians 
talks about marriage as being an example of 
Governing, the husband is the head & the wife 
is the body, neither is better than the other, they 
both have individual roles, not to be swapped! 
Therefore, God has delegated one to be the 
head & the other to be the body, neither can 
function on its own! Same with a Govt. we need 
some to be the head, to make right choices 
for the body, so that it grows in harmony, be it 
fi nancial or sociably. It is very clear to me, that 
Gods blue print is the only one that is ever going 
to work, however, the way the world is becoming 
more violent as a means to force their views on 

others, will not get any lasting results, only more angry 
people, why? Leaders are becoming somewhat more 
diffi  cult to fi nd to be able to do the best for a group, a 
country. But, fear not! There is a leader very soon to 
appear on the world stage, so to speak, and His name 
is Jesus Christ, soon to appear, soon to set up His 
government & then this world will know peace, honesty, 
respect, all because of good leadership by Jesus 
Christ. 

I would like to take this moment to convey a serious 
and terminal illness that I have been diagnosed with. 
My days are now but few, I have fought the good fi ght 
and will be home with my Lord Jesus Christ – forever! 
I, on behalf of All Mighty God, extend to you the very 
same for your lives. Repent and believe in the name of 
Jesus Christ and you will be saved.

Thank you all for the honour of being able to share 
the love of my life, Jesus, with you. Shalom.
Come Lord Jesus  Edward Reeves  Patea
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78 Weraroa Road  Waverley 

24/7 Breakdown Service 
Free Quotes 

Phone: 0800 278 6648 
info@summitelectrical.co.nz 

trips in the years they owned it, once to Whanganui 
and a couple of times to New Plymouth!

The oldest player in this team is Walter Tayler, 
he is 38 years old in this photo, in the back row, 
looking dangerous. I’ve spoken to his granddaughter 
Marlene Beer, and she was pleased to see this 
photo of him, so fit and strong. He farmed where 
Yvonne and Jake Plumtree are now, and his house 
set on the hill, had a lovely turret that looked toward 
the mountain, past the Gibbs homestead.

Another man in this photo is Ken Carmichael 
he was in the Wellington Mounted Rifles and took 
his horse to WWI. When he returned in 1919 he 
continued farming here on the farm which is now 
Chris and Sarah Rutten’s. He married the daughter 
of the Kakaramea School headmaster - Millicent 
Rogers. Their son’s Bruce and Alan farmed here 
until the late 1960’s.

Walter Henry Green is here in the back row, he 
worked on Sidney Tonks farm at Manutahi– his 
father William Green is on the end of the middle 
row, the umpire. Walter served in both WWI & II. He 
stayed in NZ for WWII and trained soldiers at camp.

John Shaw Dick had been born in Westport and 
came to Hurleyville as a child, His brother William 
was the Manager of the Hurleyville Dairy Factory for 
a few years in the early 1900’s. John enlisted with 
the NZ Rifle Brigade, and was away at War for 4 
years.

Jack Gooday was the secretary of the Ball Road 
Football Club. He also owned the Alton Hotel from 
1914- 1920, and started the treasured Alton Soldiers 
Penny Board, we have here in the Hall. He would 
have encouraged the men heading off to War to 
leave a penny on the bar, stamped their initials in 
it and set it in the bar top. Jack is well dressed in 
a suit & tie with a watch chain on his waistcoat. 
Keith Couchman in the row behind is also similarly 
well dress, he may have been a coach along with 
Jeremiah. 

When you look at their rugby jersey you can see 
they don’t have a matching uniform, it wasn’t until 
the early 1940’s that Alton registered royal blue and 
gold hoops as their colours, this later changed to 
maroon and gold. The Patea teams were much the 
same in their 1914 photos, no official uniform. By 
1915 there were very few rugby games played due 
to men enlisting for the War. Of the Patea Club, out 
of 37 active members in 1915, 32 had enlisted with 
the NZ Army, 3 had been killed, one died in camp 
and 16 were wounded.

The association of Rugby & War is often compared 
& analysed. There is the famous "Christmas truce". 
A series of unofficial cessations of battle that 
occurred along the Western Front during Christmas 
1914. WWI had been going for several months but 
German and Allied soldiers stepped out of their 
trenches, shook hands and agreed to a truce so the 
dead could be buried. The soldiers also used that 
truce to chat with one another and, some claim, 
even play a football match. Unofficial truces between 
opposing forces occurred at other times during 
World War One but never on the scale of that first 
Christmas truce. All is fair in a good game of Rugby.

No reira, tena tatou katoa 

Thank you for being here and listening to stories 
of the people who once walked this same ground we 
walk on today. Let’s always remember them and the 
sacrifices they made.

Representatives of the Airforce, and Army at Alton for Anzac Day.
Back row: Ryan Sain, Ted McFadgen, Callum Mowat, Olivia Manson, Darren Pullen, - , Carl Jones.

Front row: Trista Linn, Abe Abraham, Tash Wineera, Ata Nui, Daniel Moseley.

Abe Abraham and Daz Pullen with the 1914 Alton Rugby 
Team photo and the Cup they won that same year.

Anzac Day at Alton
Continues from Page 1....
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Serving the community for over 30 years 

Saying goodbye is never easy, and the last thing you need is
to worry about expensive funeral costs. 

Contact us today to discuss how we can help with a funeral service
that honours your loved one and respects your budget.

• Simple Cremation & Burial Options
• Personalised Services
• Transparent Pricing – No hidden fees
• Care & Respect for Your Loved Ones

(06) 3455 522

www.clevelandfunerals.co.nz | info@clevelandfunerals.co.nz | 179 Ingestre Street, Whanganui 

Since I fi rst wrote the Waverley books the internet has exploded giving much more access to research material than could ever be imagined in 1983 when I wrote 
my fi rst Waverley book. For this reason I intend to write a series of articles called “Waverley’s Forgotten” which will update the information I previously gathered and 
inform newcomers to the district of aspects of Waverley’s past.  Laraine Sole

The Forgotten - Waverley’s First School
The fi rst school in Waverley was a private one run 

by a Scottish-born Isabella Home, a sister to early 
Hawera settler James Livingston. Born in Scotland 
she arrived in New Zealand with her brother in 
August 1859. They were soon joined by their mother, 
sister and brother and a cousin.

In 1866 Isabella married John Home, also of 
Scotland in Napier. Her fi rst son James was born in 
New Zealand and her second son George in San 
Francisco in early 1870. Just what the couple, both 
in their late thirties was doing there is unknown. 
San Francisco was a booming town in this era with 
immigrants fl ooding in from all parts of the world and 
it is possible John was seeking a new start there. 
The family returned to New Zealand shortly after 
George’s birth and family sources suggested that 
John Home’s death occurred on the night of their 
arrival back in New Zealand. 

Isabella with two young children moved to 
Waverley for reasons unknown. She must have 
trained as a teacher as in early 1871 she advertised 
that she was prepared to receive pupils (including 
boys) under ten years of age. She ran her school in 
a house close to Freeman R. Jackson’s sale yards 
in Hussey St. it is possible this was the ramshackle 
little old house which some may remember was 
owned by George Isbister and later demolished. 
Scotland had a very good system of education 
and given that there were many Scottish people in 
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Waverley, she soon had pupils.
By 1873 the small township had burgeoned with 

comfortable homes being built, seventy miles of 
permanent fencing completed and paddocks with 
English grasses replacing the fern. The education 
of New Zealand children which until then had been 
sporadic, became more structured with many 
schools being established. Mrs Home’s school 
was taken over by the Wellington Education Board 
and put into the fi rst town hall with Mrs Home as 
the teacher. Some of the fi rst children included 
Jack and Mary Howie, William and Robert Dickie 
and L. T. Symes. Mrs Home’s own small children 
accompanied her to work. 

Around 1874 Mrs Home moved to live with her 
brother in Hawera and it was there her sons were 
educated. Her teaching position was taken over by 
Mr Rowland, a bachelor, but it was not until 1875 
that a school was eventually built on its present 
location. One of her sons, George, went to England 
to qualify as a doctor and after working in Liverpool 
for fi ve years returned to New Plymouth in 1899 
where, with the exception of serving with distinction 
in World War I, he spent the rest of his life as a 
surgeon Nothing more is known of Isabella other 
than that she was a widow living at Okaiawa and 
that she owned property. She died while in Auckland 
in 1910, probably while visiting her son James.

Waverley owes its educational beginnings to a 
woman who existence has been long forgotten, but 
she set a fi ne example to all those who would follow 
her. Waverley's Forgotten Series

We have your Rural Rubbish needs covered  
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED  

Ph (06) 278-4786    90 Collins Street,  Hawera  
ingrams@ingrams.co.nz    www.ingrams.co.nz 

Scan the QR code to go the the 
Patea & Waverley Press website



May 2026 - 5

India FTA is good news for the region
By Carl Bates, MP for Whanganui 
(including South Taranaki and Stratford) 

During the 2023 election campaign, National 
committed to negotiate a Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) with India, on Monday 26th April, it happened. 
Trade and Investment Minister Hon Todd McClay 
and Indian Minister for Commerce and Industry 
Piyush Goyal signed the FTA between our two 
countries at a ceremony in New Delhi. 

This will have hugely positive implications across 
our entire region. Indeed, the India FTA is a once in 
a generation step forward for New Zealand exporters 
into a market of 1.4 billion people. This will deliver 
signifi cant gains for exporters, cutting or eliminating 
tariff s on 95 per cent of our exports. 

 From day one, more than half of New Zealand 
exports to India will be duty free, rising to 82 per cent 
when fully implemented – creating growth and jobs 
at home. 

 India is an economic powerhouse. Its economy 
is set to become the world’s third largest by 2030, 
with an estimated GDP of US$7.3 trillion. Like China 
when the FTA was signed in 2008, India has a 
rapidly growing middle class. 

 We often forget that one in four New Zealand jobs 

is tied to trade. By signing this FTA, we are setting 
businesses up to succeed, boosting Kiwi jobs and 
enabling economic growth – and that means more 
money in Kiwis’ pockets. 

 Whanganui and South Taranaki will be large 
benefi ciaries of the India FTA. AFFCO Imlay in 
Whanganui and Silver Fern Farms at Waitotara 
process sheep meat, most of which is destined for 
export markets. Sheep meat and wool gain duty free 
access from day one of the agreement coming into 
force.  

 The forestry sector has also expressed optimism. 
The Forest Owners Association welcomed the 
signing, noting that wood and wood products are 
already New Zealand’s largest goods export to India, 
worth NZ$134 million in the year to June 2025. This 
gives them a strong base to build from and is again 
positive for our region. 

 Add in products like Mānuka honey, kiwifruit, bulk 
infant formula and high value dairy preparations 
and the widespread benefi ts of this FTA become 
evident, both within the Whanganui Electorate and 
nationwide. 

 Three years ago, National said we would deliver 
an FTA with India. People told us it could not be 
done.  Since we came into Government, exports 
have grown by more than $17 billion. Growing trade 
is the key to growing New Zealand’s economy. It 
is part of National’s plan to fi x the basics, create 
more jobs, lift wages, and put more money in Kiwis’ 
pockets. All of which will assist in our focus on 
building the future.

With Trade and Investment Minister Hon Todd McClay 
at a public meeting at the Pakaraka Hall last year
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MMaassoonn BBrrootthheerrss
Kiwi music legend Wayne Mason (ex-Fourmyula, ex-Warratahs  - both 

inducted into Hall of Fame), writer of NZ’s no.1 song “Nature”, is joined 
by brother Paul Bowers-Mason as they play through 60 years of 

Wayne’s songs. The acoustic feel of guitar and bass, vocal harmonies, 
Wayne's blues and boogie keyboards, and the stories behind the songs. 

Sat 9 May 7.30pm  
Kakaramea Hall
$20 cash door sales
     or email marie@dwyer.co.nz
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Mason Brothers 
at Kakaramea Hall

   Wayne Mason is a bit of an 
“invisible man” when it comes to NZ 
music.  Nowhere near as famous as 
Dave Dobbyn or Neil Finn, Wayne beat 
them both to claim NZ’s best song 
in 2001 with “Nature”, a hit for The 
Fourmyula in the 60s, later covered 
by The Muttonbirds.  (Google “Dave 
Dobbyn Neil Finn” images to see the 
photo.)  He’s equally well known as a 
founding member of The Warratahs 
and wrote their best song “Hands of my 
Heart”.  Both of those Wayne Mason 
bands have been inducted into the NZ 
Music Hall of Fame.  He may be the 
only musician to hold this honour.

   Alongside his decades of 
songwriting skill, Wayne is a go-to 
keyboard player for any musical style.  
He is still a full-time musician, often 
appearing in bands with the likes of 
Andrew London and Laura Collins.  In 
the Mason Brothers he combines with 
his younger brother and string bass 
player Paul Bowers-Mason to play 
the whole history of Wayne’s melodic 
songs, alternating on acoustic guitar 
and keyboards.  The sibling harmonies 
are sweet, and the brotherly banter is 
engaging.  “The brothers who bonded 
in a band” was the title of their Taranaki 
Daily News article.

  Wayne is Taranaki-born but has 
lived in Paekākāriki for many years, 

and Paul is based in Eltham, so their 
sweet spot is playing in country halls 
in Taranaki.  (Paul is the one putting 
up the posters, delivering fl yers, 
and writing the newspaper articles.)  
Wayne’s range of easy-listening 
blues, country and pop songs 
spans six decades now, and he is 
the ultimate energised professional 
performer.  

   In other news, last year the 
brothers played at the Waverley 
Bowling Club, and local Frankie 
Stevens gave Wayne a musical 
hero’s introduction.  Frankie was the 
original vocalist in the Heretaunga 
College (Upper Hutt) band that 
later became The Fourmyula.  In 
2022 the brothers played a gig at St 
George’s Church Pātea, and Paul 
recently appeared in a diff erent role 
as the minister, with guitar in hand, 
invited to take the Sunday service at 
the Waitōtara School 150th Jubilee 
weekend.

   South Taranaki, let’s see if we 
can make Wayne Mason famous, at 
least in this part of the world!

Mason Brothers, Saturday 
9th May, 7.30pm, Kakaramea 
Hall, $20 cash door sales, or 
contact marie@dwyer.co.nz
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School Docs- this is where you 
can access our school’s policies & 
procedures 
www.schooldocs.co.nz 
Username- waitotara 
Password- waitotara 
Our Board would love any feedback you 
have about our policies.

Lest We Forget - ANZAC Day 2026
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Don't forget... Download the Skool Loop app for notices and 
reminders.

So far we have around 20 families enrolled 
(Due to privacy on the app we can't see the names of who has 

signed up).
This is how we will send all communication to families so please get 

onboard

 

Thank you to Sam and Kirsty Parsons  from Pukeone Farms Waitotara, for generously covering 
the purchase and printing costs of our ear tag lanyards for all  our Jubilee registrations.

Term 2 Lunch Menu- YUM!
Hamburgers
Taco wraps

Chicken pasta bake
Honey chicken & rice

Nachos
Butter chicken

Meatballs & spaghetti
Chicken sliders
Mac n cheese

2026 term dates
Term One 3rd February to the 2nd April 

(1pm fi nish)
Term Two  20th April to 3rd July

Term Three 20th July to 25th September 
Term Four 12th October to 17th 

December

Assemblies - 5/6, 3/7
Clubs - 22/5,  19/6

Follow Us 
on Facebook 
for news and 
photos all of 
the exciting 

things 
happening 

at Waitotara 
School.

150th Jubilee photos are 
available to see now

More to follow!
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Waverley Primary School

18 Brassey Street, WaverleySCAN ME 
BOOK 
ONLINE! 06 346 6550 / 022 466 7782

All Hair needs taken care of
Beauty Services also available

9am - 5pm
Weekdays

Booked appointments and walk-ins welcome 
Late nights / Weekends by Appointment

Mobile services also available 
(for those who have limited means of transport) 

Junior Swimming Sports
Our Junior swimmers did a great job in our recent Junior Swimming Sports competition. With nine diff erent events there was 

something for everyone. It was great to see the students work through their nerves and compete to the best of their ability. Student 
volunteers from Rimu Hub showed great leadership skills and really helped the event run smoothly. It was wonderful to see so 
many family members there to cheer on the students.

Bowls Tournament
Waitotara School invited us to play lawn bowls with them and it was a great event.
We are incredibly proud of our students, after just one practice they played like superstars.
A special thanks to Alison and the Waverley Bowling Club members for organising this event and for 

teaching our students all about lawn bowls. Another special thank you also to Whanganui Bowls for their 
donation to our school. With only one point in it, Waitotara School won the shield. Congratulations to 
Waitotara Primary School.

Softball
We loved hosting 

Kai Iwi School 
for two games of 
softball, to make 
up for the Super 
6 tournament that 
was rained out. 
We took out the 
competitive match 
and Kai Iwi won 
the social game. 
Awesome skills 
and attitudes 
were shown by 
all! Thanks Kai 
Iwi school for 
travelling to us, 
and to Reefton for 
coaching our very 
talented competitive 
team.
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CONTACT MIKE NEIL 
027 251 8754
MRNCONTRACTING@YAHOO.COM

Specialty Wheeled Spidar Digger - Shelterbelt trimming upto heights of 11.5m 
sides and 10.4m topping - controlled topping with grab shear at 8M heights - 

Clean up services can be arranged

DIGGER WORK,
TRANSPORTATION 

SHELTERBELT & HEDGE 
TRIMMING & MULCHING, 

 CONTROLLED 
GRAB SHEAR TREE TOPPING, 

Locally Based in Waverley,
Servicing Taranaki, Wanganui & Manawatu Districts

CONTACT MIKE NEIL 
027 251 8754
MRNCONTRACTING@YAHOO.COMMRNCONTRACTING@YAHOO.COM

Locally Based in Waverley,Locally Based in Waverley,
Servicing Taranaki, Wanganui & Manawatu DistrictsServicing Taranaki, Wanganui & Manawatu Districts

Locally Based in Waverley,Locally Based in Waverley,Locally Based in Waverley,Locally Based in Waverley,

MRN 
C�TRAC�NG

Easter Celebrations
Manuka Hub enjoyed an engaging day celebrating Easter. 

They created beautiful artwork using glitter and took part in 
literacy and mathematics activities, including counting exercises 
using Easter eggs.

A highlight of the day was the Easter hunt, where they fi rst 
worked together to spell out a word using letters hidden inside 
the eggs, before enjoying a well-earned treat. The celebration 
concluded with them taking part in a fun photo session, wearing 
rabbit ears.

Some senior students organised a thoughtful surprise for 
Manuka Hub by writing and sharing personal letters, along with 
gifting Easter eggs. The letters were read aloud, creating a 
warm and meaningful experience for everyone involved. This 
gesture was truly special and greatly appreciated. Thank you to 
Rimu Hub for your kindness and generosity.
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www.fntaranaki.co.nz

Next Generation Real Estate

Licensed under REAA 2008

17 Suther Street, Waverley
4 1 2
Enquiries Over 

Step into this well-built 1970´s four-bedroom home, offering space, functionality, and a layout 
perfect for modern living. A solid home with great bones and plenty of potential-perfect for 
families, investors, or those looking to add their own touch. Don´t miss the opportunity to 
make it yours.

Hayley Shaw   027 343 3363 hayley@fntaranaki.co.nz

FOR
SALE

56 Victoria Street, Patea
1 1 2
For Sale 

This two-bedroom art deco house was moved on site approximately twenty years ago and is 
tucked away in the corner of the 1012m2 property leaving plenty of room for the garages. A 
fantastic project home for the motor enthusiast - viewings by appointment only.

Kelly Baldwin   022 186 4539 kelly@fntaranaki.co.nz

FOR
SALE

208 Egmont Street, Patea
For Sale 

This approx. 936sqm flat and fully fenced section offers a private and safe site for you to build 
or transport a home onto with services at the roadside. The front fence has been built to offer 
ease of access with two vehicle entrances to circle in and out of with a trailer so perfect for 
caravans or boats as well as a pedestrian gate. 

Kelly Baldwin   022 186 4539 kelly@fntaranaki.co.nz

FOR
SALE

29 Gibson Place, Patea
3 1 1
For Sale 

Set on a quiet street on the edge of town this 1970s home offers privacy and security and 
would make a wonderful first home or downsize option. This home offers so much and has 
been a wonderful first home for the vendors - there is room to add your flair here with some 
paint and gardens you could really make this home sing.

Kelly Baldwin   022 186 4539 kelly@fntaranaki.co.nz

FOR
SALE

New Listing

124 Weraroa Road, Waverley
3 1 1
For Sale 

This home is full of character! There are three bedrooms though one has been utilized as a 
storage room currently.  There is further potential to develop upstairs which has a large loft 
space with windows and enjoys views of the mountain and sea. The home is fully fenced and 
low maintenance gardens have been planted making attractive spaces to relax in. 

Kelly Baldwin   022 186 4539 kelly@fntaranaki.co.nz

FOR
SALE

35 Weraroa Road, Waverley
5 2 4
Buyer Enquiry Over 

If you´ve been searching for a property that gives your family room to breathe without giving 
up village convenience, this is the one to see. Sitting proudly on 6,918m² approx, this spacious 
240m² approx home delivers lifestyle living with location. Homes like this do not sit around. 
Contact Pam or Paula today and come see what .

Pam Gibbon   021 109 2814 Paula Anderson   027 404 5404

FOR
SALE

34 Kent Street, Patea
4 1
For Sale 

This large family home is set up on an elevated site with unobstructed views of the peaceful 
river valley from the large wrap around deck. The four bedrooms are spacious and allow 
room for the family or guests. This home ticks a lot of boxes for those who may enjoy outdoor 
activities then coming home to relax with the views.

Kelly Baldwin   022 186 4539 kelly@fntaranaki.co.nz

FOR
SALE
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He karere tā te Kaunihera ō Taranaki ki te Tonga News from the South Taranaki District Council

Tuia Taitonga

Southlink
Te Kāhui Matauraura
Wednesday 6 May, 10am

Environment and Hearings 
Committee
Wednesday 6 May, 1pm

Policy and Strategy Committee
Monday 11 May, 1pm

Extraordinary Council
To deliberate and adopt the Speed 
Management Plan
Monday 11 May, 3pm

Water Services Committee
Monday 18 May, 1pm

Workshop
Risk Management Framework 
Wednesday 20 May, 10am

Risk and Assurance Committee 
(MERCER)    
Wednesday 20 May, 11am

Workshop
He Pou Tikanga
Wednesday 3 June, 1.30pm

Ordinary Council
Wednesday 3 June, 4pm

Pātea Community Board
Wednesday 10 June, 4pm
Waverley Golf Club, Ihupuku Road, 
Waverley

Unless otherwise specified, meetings 
are held in the 
Council Chamber, 
Administration 
Building, Albion 
Street, Hāwera.

Upcoming Meetings

www.southtaranaki.com
Call us 24/7 on 0800 111 323

Natural Processes at 
the Heart of Pātea Dune 
Protection
Council is reinforcing its long‑term approach to protecting the 
Pātea coastline by using natural processes to stabilise sand dunes, 
minimise erosion and safeguard beach access for the community.
As part of upcoming maintenance work planned for May, Council 
will need to temporarily close the upper car park and lookout on 
Taranaki Road, Pātea, for one day. The exact date has not yet been 
confirmed, and residents will be notified in advance once it is set.
For decades, strong winds and shifting sands have caused 
significant dune instability at Pātea Beach. In the 1980s, 
wind‑blown sand even encroached into nearby homes and 
roads, partially burying sections in the beach settlement. 
Council’s environment and sustainability manager, Cindy Koen, 
says controlled placement of clean greenwaste remains one of 
the most effective tools for strengthening dune systems in this 
high‑energy coastal environment.
“Clean greenwaste helps trap windblown sand, rebuilds dune 
shape, and provides the structure native plants need to establish. 
This method is scientifically supported, environmentally safe, and 
essential for protecting the integrity of the dune system,” says 
Cindy.
Long‑term trials and monitoring show that greenwaste plays a 
crucial role in preventing blowouts and reducing sand drift, which 
can otherwise place significant burden on nearby homes, public 
spaces and infrastructure. Stabilised dunes also support local 
ecology and improve safe access to the beach.
Since 2016, greenwaste placement at the site has followed strict 
controls. Today, only uncontaminated material from authorised 
transfer stations in Hāwera and Pātea can be used, and it is applied 

solely in approved areas under a monitored resource consent.
“This is no longer a dumping site. The historic issues with illegal 
greenwaste and general rubbish were addressed years ago. What 
happens now is carefully managed, clean, and fully consented,” 
says Cindy.
Council’s resource consent includes 16 conditions covering 
environmental monitoring, placement practices and safeguards 
against issues such as odour, runoff, contamination or erosion 
effects. Taranaki Regional Council regularly monitors compliance.
Placement on Bourkes Lookout Road was completed in September 
2025, and work is now focused on the top lookout area. On 
placement days, only the immediate work zone will be temporarily 
coned off for safety, with no broader access restrictions expected.
“Our coastal communities deserve confidence that dune 
management is both responsible and effective. We’re committed 
to transparency and to using the best available methods to protect 
Pātea Beach for future generations,” she says.
By mimicking natural dune‑building processes, the approach 
reduces sand encroachment into residential areas, minimises 
collapse risks in weakened dune sections, and supports native 
vegetation to take over long‑term stabilisation.
“The community has a long history of caring for these dunes. 
Today’s approach builds on that legacy but with stronger 
environmental safeguards and a focus on long‑term resilience,” 
says Cindy.
Council will continue to monitor the site closely and work with 
iwi, residents and coastal groups to support a healthier and more 
stable coastline at Pātea Beach.

Council has confirmed its decision to declare part of Cambridge 
Street in Pātea as a pedestrian mall, marking a key milestone in 
the Pātea South Development and the town’s wider revitalisation 
programme.
At its Ordinary Council meeting on Wednesday 15 April 2026, 
Council resolved to declare the section of Cambridge Street 
between Egmont Street (State Highway 3) and Dorset Street a 
pedestrian mall following a public consultation process and public 
hearing. 
Consultation ran from 2 December 2025 to February 2026 and 
attracted 79 submissions, with 73% supporting the proposal and 
25% opposed.
Community feedback highlighted strong support for improved 
pedestrian safety and the opportunity to create a high‑quality, 
people‑focused public space at the southern gateway to 
Pātea. Submitters also raised important considerations around 
accessibility, parking, traffic movements and business access, 
which Council noted will be addressed through detailed design to 
avoid disruption as much as possible.
Mayor Phil Nixon said the decision reflects both strong community 

support and a long‑term vision for Pātea.
“This project has been shaped through years of planning, 
co‑design and community discussion. Declaring this section of 
Cambridge Street as a pedestrian mall allows us to move forward 
with a safer, more welcoming space that supports events, 
everyday use and the vitality of the town centre,” Mayor Nixon 
said.
The pedestrian mall forms a core part of the Pātea South 
Development, a transformational project identified through the 
2019 Pātea Town Masterplan and reaffirmed in the 2025 Pātea 
Revitalisation Roadmap. The development aims to strengthen the 
connection between the town centre, river and beach, improve 
pedestrian safety, and enhance public amenity.
Under the Local Government Act 1974, the decision initiates a 
one‑month appeal period. Submitters will be notified directly, and 
a public notice of the decision will be advertised. Any appeal must 
be lodged with the Environment Court within one month of the 
decision being notified.

Council Confirms Pedestrian Mall for 
Part of Cambridge Street, Pātea.

Fourth Rates 
Instalment 

Ratepayers are reminded 
that Wednesday 27 May 
is the final day to pay the 

fourth rates instalment for 
the 2025/2026 financial year 
without incurring a penalty.
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McBroom Estate welcomes 
applications for funding

The McBroom Estate allocates funding for health 
and disability benefi ts for the Waverley and Patea 
communities. The Estate is administered by the Taranaki 
District Health Trust Funds Committee with local 
community representation. The Public Trust has allocated 
$47,000.00 to this year’s funding round.

The deadline for applications for projects or initiatives that 
are not ordinarily funded by a Government agency and will 
show a health and disability benefi t to the Waverley and 
Patea Communities is 01 June 2026.   

Applicants will be advised of the outcome by the 
18 July 2026.

Applications must be made on the forms available from:

Taranaki District Health Trust
c/- Health NZ - Te Whatu Ora Taranaki
Corporate Services – McBroom Applications
Private Bag 2016 
NEW PLYMOUTH 4340
Tel: 06 753 6139 ext 7617
Email: 
taranakidistricthealth.trustadministration@tdhb.org.nz

Mana Bay Mural
The toilet block/Surf Club at Mana Bay now has a 

beautiful new mural on all four sides. Dan Mills, from 
the Czech Republic has returned for the third year in 
a row to paint another Mural for us in Patea. He has 
painted one on the wall of McCarty & Hungers and 
another on the wall of the Chemist in town. 

This time we have involved many more children 
to help Dan paint, learn some techniques from 
him and be a part of a creation of art. Kakaramea, 
Whenuakura and Patea Area School pupils each 
spent time at the Mural, as well as numerous 
local children during the last week of the school 
holidays. Karen Pratt and Bruce Boyd spent time 
with the children as well, showing them some of the 
fascinating sea life that life off  the coast of Patea. 
Karen has been sending Dan information and photos 

for the last year to help him design the mural from 
his home on the other side of the world.

Patea Historical Society are once again the 
organisers of this vibrant enhancement to our 
beach, so it also incorporates images from our 
past - shipping days of the early 1900’s in Patea. 
The ‘Echo’ a scow/fl at bottomed ship coming into 
river mouth in 1909 with a cargo of coal from the 
South Island. It’s in full sail, on the north side of 
the building, looking toward the long beach. In the 
shower area in the alcove there’s a detailed painting 
of the ‘SS Mana’ owned by the Patea Shipping 
Company, coming into the harbour as the sea walls 
are being extended in 1904. The crane Mr Leslie 
Reynolds used to transport the fourteen ton concrete 
blocks out to extend the wall, can be seen on the left 

and the old timber guide pier on the right.
The Mural has coincided with STDC’s major 

clearing of sand from the carpark and picnic 
gazebo’s at Mana Bay. Hayden McColl and his team 
have done an incredibly good job of restoring this 
area to how it was when his grandfather Noel McColl 
excarvated the area over 20 years ago.

There have been a steady stream of visitors to 
the Mural each day, to see the progress Dan has 
made and have a chat. We are so fortunate to have 
an international artist to design and paint this piece 
of public art for us all to enjoy. Even on a grey day, 
it’s a bright beacon, on the beach, bursting with life, 
colour and local history.

Jacq Dwyer
Patea Historical Society President.

Karen Pratt and Bruce Boyd from Project Reef Life talk to Kakaramea School pupils 
about the sea life out on the reefs off  Patea, many of which feature on the mural

Dan Mills painting a scene from 1904, the SS Mana coming into the Patea Port, watched 
on by Katrina Death and son Bodie, from Hamilton.

Call today to book your animal in for humane 
killing and professional processing from 
paddock to freezer, Taranaki wide and 
Whanganui North including Brunswick, 

Kai iwi, Waitotara and Waverley.
027 329 0435

KKEELLSSEENN’’SS HHOOMMEE KKIILLLL  
&& PPRROOCCEESSSSIINNGG 

MPI REGISTERED HOME KILL AND RECREATIONAL CATCH SERVICE PROVIDER
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A collection item from ‘Aotea Utanganui’
Museum of South Taranaki

‘GANE Milking Machine’
originating from Normanby, 

South Taranaki

Prior to the 1950’s, around 50% of dairy herds were still hand milked. Herd 
sizes were a lot smaller with the average farmer milking only 50 -60 cows. 
Today we take the operation of milking cows for granted. Herds have grown 
and milking machines are complex systems, but a major contributor to the 
development of milking machines lived within our South Taranaki District, in the 
township Normanby. 

In 1908, Cyril Gane, a Taranaki farmer from Normanby, patented 
improvements to a Milking machine, which had been invented in Scotland, 
naming his milking machine “The Releaser”.

‘The Releaser’ was an instant success and as well as easing the workload of 
the hand milkers, it also enabled farmers to increase production.

The fi rst attempt to assist milking was in 1819 when catheters were inserted 
into each teat to enable milk to fl ow freely. Not a successful exercise and the 
dairy industry had to wait until the 1860’s before a partially workable vacuum 
milking machine came into existence. That machine was far from perfect as the 
constant vacuum the early machines relied on, caused blood to be drawn into 
the milk.

Almost 40 years later, 1895, a development in Scotland resulted in the 
availability of a machine named the ‘Thistle’, which incorporated a pulsator in its 
operation.

The "Thistle" vacuum milker is considered as the breakthrough to modern 
milking machines. The built in pulsator enabled an intermittent fl ow of milk, and 
that system fi nally led to a workable milking machine. While the ‘Thistle’ proved 
an eff ective milking machine, it presented problems of sanitation.

Cyril Gane’s modifi cations to the ‘Thistle’ gave the Farmer an effi  cient machine 
that proved reliable and overcame the sanitary failings. The reinvented machine, 
‘The Releaser’ was successfully marketed within New Zealand and overseas, in 
fact it won international acclaim at the 1913 Agriculture Show in England.

It is fascinating to see how a local Normanby farmer like Cyril Gane turned 
a fl awed Scottish invention into a global success. By addressing the sanitary 
issues and refi ning the pulsator system of the "Thistle," he essentially paved the 
way for the high-production dairy industry New Zealand is known for today.

The fact that an original ‘Gane Releaser’ is preserved at Aotea Utanganui 
makes it a signifi cant piece of South Taranaki’s agricultural identity.

Would you like to know more about other local inventions from 
the Taranaki region, or perhaps more details on the ‘Gane Milking 
Machine Co.’ itself?
‘Aotea Utanganui’, Museum of South Taranaki, has a wealth of 
information within its collection.

News, events, public notices
Simply email 

patea.waverleypress@outlook.com

Deadline for all material
24th of each month
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Pātea Community Board Meeting
Pātea Community Board Meeting
Notes from the meeting on Wednesday 29 April 
2026 at 4pm, provided by the Board Members. 
The third meeting for 2026 was held at the Aotea 
Utanganui Museum, Pātea. Present were: Pātea 
Community Board members: Jacq, Cheryl, & 
Charlotte, Brian Rook (Councillor), Phil Nixon 
(Mayor), Kaya Acero (Governance Officer), Rob 
Haveswood (Community Development Manager), 
and several members of the public. The meeting 
opened with a karakia.  Apology from Bronwyn 

Open Forum:
- Chopper from ‘Progress to Health’ is running 

social connection groups around Taranaki, for 
‘Progress to Health’ they are meeting at the Patea 
Library on Wednesdays 12.30 – 2pm, for anyone 
wanting to have a chat, make friends and strengthen 
community connections. For a referral go to the 
‘Progress to Health’ website, scroll to the end and 
click ‘Referral’.

- Constable Harley spoke about the ongoing and 
destructive anti- social behaviour of a few in Patea 
doing burnouts down to the steel rims in their cars 
and dirt bikes ripping up a storm all over town 
and down the beach. He needs the community 
to help, and call out this as unacceptable, get 
photos and phone the culprits in. It was decided a 
community meeting needs to be called to help get 
an understanding of what can be done.

- Constable Glen from Waverley reported on the 
current state of things in his area. They too have 
continuous offending of burnouts and motorbikes. 
But have an effective group of 49 people on 
Waverley Watch, (Neighbourhood Support Group) 
who are in contact with Glen when they have a 
photo or film of a car, bike etc offending. 

- Laraine from Waverley Watch asked if the high 
corrugated iron fence at Dallison Park can be taken 
down/lowered. It provides a screen for those doing 
the burnouts, and before it can be seen, the paddock 
is ripped up with skids. Laraine is also the Waverley 
Victims Support officer.

- Steven spoke about possums now coming into 
his garden in central Patea and eating fruit etc, an 
undesirable new occurrence. He traps them, but is 
concerned about his cat getting caught too. He was 
advised to contact TRC to see if they can assist with 
a suburban trapping program. Jacq will also contact 
our local Taranaki Catchment community.

- Dean spoke to us about the current situation of 
the Patea Surf Club and their building at Mana Bay. 
He was elected President about 5 years ago, and 
put a great deal of time into teaching kids to surf 
up until 2 years ago, with very little support. The 
building is in good condition, Dean has done a lot of 
work on it, but the committee has been unfunctional 
for the last few years. He is at the point where 
he wants to make it available for other groups or 
organisations in Patea, as it will fall into disrepair 
if its not used. Dean will continue to explore this 
option. He is impressed with mural being painted 
on the bottom storey/toilet block by Dan Mills at the 
moment and has helped Dan with some repairs to 
exterior.

- Laurie informed us that unfortunately, motorbike 
riders had found a way to get into the newly planted 
area on the left heading down to the beach. There 
is a hole in the fence where they maybe getting in. 
He also pointed out that the area at the start of the 
seawall on the northside, which is constantly caving 
in with the tides, needs more large rocks in it. Mayor 
Phil has looked at it before the meeting and agrees 
with his advice. This is currently being planned.

- Trish would like to see steps from carpark at 
Mana Bay down to the beach installed by the 
lifesaver ring in front of the Surf Club. This is in 
the area where the rocks are to be put to stop the 
erosion. She also thanked the Patea Historical 
Society for making the mural happen, and the 
Council for removing sand and restoring the 
Mana Bay area. Cars are now able to park on the 

riverside and people are having picnics there again, 
something that hasn’t been able to happen for 
decades. Jacq thanked her husband Don for all the 
work he has done at the Mural.

-Verna from Patea Golf Club informed us that the 
Patea Golf Club needs a new lawn mower, at a cost 
of about $50,000. Various funding organisations 
were mentioned as worth them applying too. They 
have very successful Golf lessons for children, up to 
25 at a time.

- The sad loss of the Manutahi Hall in a fire in 
the early hours of Monday 20 April has left the 
community in shock, especially after the Pihama 
Hall burnt to the ground the following night. Both 
are deemed electrical fires, due to the storm which 
lasted for 4 days. Peter from the Manutahi Hall 
committee is working with Robynne Harford to clean 
up the site and possibly get a toilet installed, as this 
is needed for when funerals are held at the cemetery 
over the road.

-There is a Patea Skate Jam event at the Patea 
Skate Park on Saturday 9 May 12-2pm. We need to 
get the skate Park cleaned up before then, a working 
Bee will be held in the coming week.

	
Minutes from last meeting Wednesday 11 March 
2026 at the Waitōtara Hall. Opening forum 
discussion, Still to be followed up on: 

- Wendy Derrett asked if the Council could do 
something about the woolly nightshade that is 
spreading rapidly at the old Patea Hospital grounds. 
Council haven’t been unable to do anything about 
this at present.

- Update of issue of water storage for fire fighting 
in Waitotara? One 30,000 lt tank is on the Hill past 
the Hall, it has been filled and is now attached to 
the hydrant by the old Fire Station and has been 
tested by the Fire Brigade. Another tank is needed, 
Jacq will advertise for one to be donated by the 
community, Brian will get a quote for one.

- Update for Septic tank rebuild at Mana Bay? - 
due to be rebuilt by July.

- Update on Waverley Beach Boat ramp/access to 
main beach – Community meeting to be held, Rob 
was waiting on a date to be confirmed, Charlotte will 
organise this.

- Pine trees above the Waste Transfer station at 
Waitotara are still on the list for removal as they are 
overhanging the main road. At this stage there is no 
plan by STDC to do this – cost is too high.
Local Discretionary Funding Applications. 
$7,768.92 left in fund, no applications this month for 
Patea Community Board.

District LibraryPlus Report:
   - Pātea Library hosts various activity groups, 
including Te Mahana residents each week. Patea 
Library staff visit the Patea Kindergarten fortnightly 
and Kakaramea school coding club visit the Patea 
Library fortnightly, with the Library staff visiting the 
school ever other week. Summer Blast reading 
program has been well supported at Pātea and 
Waverley Library by young readers
Environmental Services Report: 
   - Roaming and barking dog incidents remain high.

- The reforestation team joined the Waverley Town 
Revitalisation team with planting native trees along 
the Waverley town belt. New Native tree planting in 
Harbour Board paddocks on the way to the beach is 
progressing. Joe Churchman from STDC is leading 
this project. Gates designed to keep motorbikes out 
are installed, pathways have been mowed through it, 
it will be opened soon.
Quarterly Economic Development Report:

- Uber is launching its ‘Ride Share’ service to 
Hawera.

- Te W’anake/The Foundry celebrated its 3rd 
birthday in February. Situated in High Street Hawera, 
it is a shared public office space.

-  Venture Taranaki meet with over 60 inbound tour 
operators in Auckland, show casing Taranaki’s visitor 
experience and building relationships to encourage 
inclusion in travel itineraries and increased regional 
visitation.

- Venture Taranaki hosted visitor hui in February at 
Port Taranaki, timed with the departure of the Coral 
Princess cruise ship which bought 1800 visitors to 
the region. Around 50 operators attended.
Rural Pools – End of Season Report:

- The rural swimming pool season ran from 9 
December 2025 to 10 March 2026, opening from 
3.30pm to 7pm on school days and 12pm to 7pm 
on weekends and school holidays. Waverley pool 
was closed for one day for a planned power outage. 
Patea pool closed to undergo maintenance.

- Patea Pool had 5,367 swimmers over the 
summer, Waverley had 2,835 swimmers. Eltham 
was the busiest pool with 5,710 swimmers.

Upcoming meetings:
Wednesday 10 June, 4pm at Waverley Golf Club
Wednesday 5 August, 4pm at Whenuakura Marae
Wednesday 16 September, 4pm at Hunter Shaw, 
Pātea
Wednesday 28 October, 4pm at Waverley 
Community Centre

What’s coming up with the Patea River 
Catchment Group in May

Coming up in May we have a succession planning workshop which is being run by BDO and Govett 
Quilliam. If you are farming and are thinking about succession, then this will be a great workshop for you – 
the idea is to start the process so even if you think this is years away for you, chances are you should be 
starting to plan today. Further details will be on our Facebook page or contact Tessa for more information – 
tessa@taranakicc.nz 

We now have the beginning of our catchment management plan back for us to review after our workshop 
in March. This is the start of the plan and is giving us a focus on the direction we should steer the catchment 
in. From here we will work on the strategy of how to implement this plan – right now we need your feedback, 
so hop over to our Facebook page to have a read or email Tessa to be sent a copy. 

Monthly Update:	 23/4/26		  Pests caught over the last 30 days
			   Line			   Rats	 Hedgehogs	 Mustelids	 Other
			   Makino 		  2	 9		  0		  0
			   Makino End		  4	 6		  0		  1
			   Ingahape 		  N/A	 N/A		  N/A		  N/A
			   Okis ridge		  N/A	 N/A		  N/A		  N/A
			   Alan Rogers		  12	 0		  2		  0
			   Ball Rd		  0	 1		  1		  1
			   Ōhuarai		  4	 5		  1		  4



Make yourself a cuppa, sit down and enjoy 
the latest puzzle page

						      Generously sponsored by 

					     Four Square Waverley
					     Open 6am - 7pm Monday to Friday
						      7am - 7pm Saturday & Sunday	
					     50 Weraroa Road	Ph. 06 346 5014
					     E. waverley.4square@foodstuffs.co.nz
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Across
1. Help (6)
4. Perfect world (6)
9. Delicate (7)
10. Terminate (5)
11. Kayak (5)
12. React violently (4,3)
13. Uncaring (11)
18. Chief of a work gang (7)
20. Tycoon (5)
22. Precise (5)
23. Anxious (7)
24. Sample (6)
25. Young swan (6)

Down
1. Have an influence on (6)
2. Blemish (5)
3. Clergyman’s salary (7)
5. Snares (5)
6. Make a suggestion (7)
7. Shrewd (6)
8. Having good intentions 
(4-7)
14. Debts (7)
15. Wed again (7)
16. Consequence (6)
17. Cupboard (6)
19. Bishop’s headgear (5)
21. Grumble (5)

Quick crossword

Across: 1. Assist, 4. Utopia, 9. Fragile, 10. Abort, 11. Canoe, 
12. Lash out, 13. Hardhearted, 18. Foreman, 20. Mogul, 
22. Exact, 23. Nervous, 24. Taster, 25. Cygnet. 
Down: 1. Affect, 2. Stain, 3. Stipend, 5. Traps, 6. Propose, 
7. Astute, 8. Well-meaning, 14. Arrears, 15. Remarry, 
16. Effect, 17. Closet, 19. Mitre, 21. Groan.

Circle of Words

Code-Cracker

38

Crossword solution

E
E

Good 8 Very Good 14 Excellent 20+

How many words of four letters or more 
can you make? There is at least one 
seven-letter word. Each letter may be 
used only once and all words must contain 
the centre letter. No words starting with a 
capital, no plurals ending in s unless the 
word is also a verb.

I

N
L

G

F

ANSWERS: elfin feeing feel FEELING feign feline file fine flee FLEEING gene 
genie glee glen ingle lief liege lien life line
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Painter
Time to get your 

interior 
and exterior 

painting done 
Your local 

painter 
Grant Sanson 

Phone 
027 659 1946

 
• Bulldozing 
• Excavating 
• Auger & Breaker 
 

PPhhoonnee  DDaarrrreenn  LLuuffff  
06 342 3877 or 027 449 5597 

Rural Earthmoving Ltd 

16 - May 2026

Ryan Morrison 
Photography

Need photos for a passport or official 
identification?

Digital Passport Photos
�25 for the digital file

I can travel to you  
(Waverley Township)
Event Photography

& Portraits
PM or phone
027 345 3857

ryan_morrison_photography
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Hay Feeders  For Sale
$180 each
Waverley

Phone   027 361 8153

Patea Standby
AGM

Friday 
12th June 2026

10am
Patea LibraryPlus

 Ngati Patea Kohanga Reo
12 Dorset St. Patea

AGM
  7 May 2026 @ 10am

 Agenda:
Karakia

 Apologies    
 Mins of last AGM
 Financial Statements
 Budget for Year 2026
 Chairman's Report
 Elections of Offi  cers
 Re-Affi  rm Kaimahi
 General Business.
 Close of Business
 Karakia whakamutunga.

Proudly supported byrted by

Patea Rugby& Sports Club 150 Jubileeth

Kings Birthday weekend
Saturday 30 & Sunday 31 May 2026

You can also register at the Patea Library

PateaRugby150@gmai l .com

REGISTER NOW!

News, events, public notices
Simply email 

patea.waverleypress@outlook.com

Deadline for all material
24th of each month



WAVERLEY SERVICES
Patea Health Centre: ph Patea 273 8088, 
Freephone 0508 472 832
Hours: Monday to Friday, 8.30am-4.30pm
An answerphone outside these hours will give you 
the Doctor on call and emergency service directions.

Plunket
The Plunket nurse attends a Waverley clinic every 2nd 
Wednesday of month & Patea clinic every Friday. 
Also available for home visits; for appointments phone 
Waverley 06 346 5095 & leave a message for Plunket 
Nurse Alice and Plunket Kaiawhina Shellay or 
Patea 06 273 8329. The Patea Clinic is in the Health 
Centre.

Waverley LibraryPlus
Monday to Friday 9am-12.30pm, 1pm-5pm
Saturday  9.30am-noon

Abbotsford Health Centre  Waverley - 346 5021
Standby 9.00-11.30 Daily 
Leo Brown Podiatrist Monthly
District Health Nurse Daily
Medical Equipment Hire Eg: Wheelchairs Crutches etc
Meeting Room Hire
All by Appointment only 

Councillors & Justices of the Peace
Patea Ward Councillors        Patea Community Board
Robert Northcott, ph 027 242 6130   Chair: Jacq Dwyer 027 241 5595      
Brian Rook, ph 027 942 2757        Deputy Chair: Cheryl Rook:  027 537 5560
           Councillor Rep: Brian Rook  027 942 2757
           Bronwyn Wattrus & Charlotte Lawrence

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE (alphabetical order)
Jacq Dwyer JP  611 Hursthouse Road, Kakaramea.  273 4494
Mrs M Dwyer JP 10 Dale St, Alton.    273 8564
Mr J A Ngarewa JP 7a Hadfi eld St, Patea.    273 8659
Mr Mark Nicholas JP 935 Ball Road, Hurleyville.   027 474 0678
Mrs Margaret Prince JP 5a Fookes St, Waverley.   027 681 9991
Janine Maruera JP      027 829 4751                                                                                                                     

WAVERLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

 Contact 0273 870 670
for more information

Op-shop at back of the church 
Op Shop is open Wednesday and 

Thursday, 10am until noon 
Donations during open hours preferred.

Please ensure all clothing is washed 
and donated items are in saleable 

condition

Rainfall - March

KAKARAMEA
Rainfall recorded by Kevin Ford, Spence Rd.
Rainfall for 2026 - 27mm in 4 days
Rainfall for 2025 - 77mm
Average for March - 86mm over 56 years
TOTAL for 2026 - 267mm

WAITOTARA
Rainfall recorded by Marie Hawken, Waitotara
Rainfall 2026 - 43mm in 5 days
Rainfall 2025 - 66mm in 9 days
TOTAL for 2026 - 242.75mm

WAVERLEY 
Rainfall recorded by Stu Buckman, Waverley
Rainfall 2026 - 44.5mm in 8 days
Rainfall 2025 - 69.5mm in 8 days 
Rainfall 2024 - 99mm in 15 days  
TOTAL for 2026 - 256mm

Proudly Sponsored by

Wazza Pope
027 542 3480

Our family working for your 
family for over 100 years. 

 

462 Somme Parade, Wanganui - 
Opposite the cemetery. 
Tel (06) 343 8708 

Email: info@anderson-memorials.co.nz 
Showrooms in Feilding and Palmerston North 

www.anderson-memorials.co.nz 

Tide Table - May 2026

Taranaki's only
registered

Monumental Mason

WHERE YOU GO FOR 
HEADSTONES

33 High Street, Hawera
06 278 5518

209 Coronation Avenue, New Plymouth
06 759 9975

Exceeding the standard since 1914

St Luke's 
OP SHOP

Open again on 
Tuesday and 
Wednesday 

mornings
9am to 12noon
Patea St Lukes 

Op Shop

WEEKLY CALENDAR

It is the responsibility of the organisations 
below to advise any deletions, additions or 

alterations to this service.

   WEDNESDAY Walking Group 
     St Stephen’s Hall 9am

WAVERLEY 
STANDBY

To book cars for a 
medical reason only 
phone 06 346 5021 

9am - 11.30
Monday to Friday

AFTER HOURS
06 346 5149

Try to book 
appointments in 

advance.

PATEA STANDBY
For medical 

appointments book 
transport by ringing

06 273 8329 
9am - 12noon 

weekdays.

Emergencies only 
06 273 8661 
06 273 8325  
06 273 8665
06 273 8312

Kindly sponsored by 
Patea Pharmacy

PATEA COUNTRY 
& VARIETY MUSIC 

CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday of 

each month
Alton Coronation Hall

Ball Road, Alton
11am - 3.30pm

$5 entry - includes 
afternoon tea

Roll up and join in!!

WAVERLEY 
COMMUNITY PATROL
If you’re interested in 

looking after 
your community, 

come and join us at 
Waverley Community 

Patrol. 
Ph Doug 

021 109 0473

FRI      01 MAY 09:38   2.9m 22:00   2.9m
SAT     02 MAY 10:13   2.8m 22:33   2.9m
SUN    03 MAY 10:47   2.8m 23:05   2.9m
MON  04 MAY 11:21   2.7m 23:39   2.8m
TUE    05 MAY 11:58   2.6m 
WED  06 MAY 00:15   2.7m 12:38   2.5m 
THU   07 MAY 00:55   2.6m 13:23   2.4m 
FRI     08 MAY 01:42   2.5m 14:15   2.3m 
SAT   09 MAY 02:37   2.4m 15:14   2.2m 
SUN  10 MAY 03:40   2.4m 16:16   2.3m 
MON 11 MAY 04:44   2.4m 17:18   2.3m 
TUE   12 MAY 05:43   2.5m 18:16   2.5m 
WED 13 MAY 06:36   2.7m 19:10   2.7m
THU  14 MAY 07:26   2.8m 20:00   2.9m
FRI    15 MAY 08:14   3.0m 20:49   3.0m
SAT   16 MAY 09:03   3.1m 21:36   3.2m
SUN  17 MAY 09:53   3.1m 22:25   3.2m
MON 18 MAY 10:44   3.1m 23:14   3.2m
TUE   19 MAY 11:37   3.0m 
WED 20 MAY 00:05   3.1m 12:33   2.9m 
THU  21 MAY 01:00   3.0m 13:31   2.7m 
FRI    22 MAY 01:58   2.8m 14:32   2.6m 
SAT   23 MAY 03:01   2.7m 15:34   2.5m 
SUN  24 MAY 04:07   2.6m 16:39   2.4m 
MON 25 MAY 05:11   2.6m 17:43   2.4m 
TUE   26 MAY 06:10   2.6m 18:41   2.5m 
WED 27 MAY 07:02   2.6m 19:32   2.6m
THU  28 MAY 07:48   2.6m 20:17   2.7m
FRI    29 MAY 08:30   2.6m 20:57   2.7m
SAT   30 MAY 09:10   2.7m 21:35   2.8m
SUN  31 MAY 09:48   2.7m 22:11   2.8m
www.metservice.com/marine
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Clubs & Organisations
	 ALTON
ALTON & DISTRICTS YOUNG FARMERS
S Werder 027 357 5589 
K Hughes 021 102 8545
ALTON CORONATION HALL
Chairman: Harvey Gibbs 06 273 4142
Secretary: Jacq Dwyer: 0272415595 
ALTON OLYMPIC WRESTLING CLUB
Thomas Werder: 027 371 1405
Club night – Tuesday 5.30pm
HURLEYVILLE
Hurleyville Hall Society Incorporated
Chairman: Nigel Scown 027 651 0382
Secretary: Joy Fowlie 027 485 2961
	 KAKARAMEA
KAKARAMEA HALL SOCIETY
Chairperson: AlistaIr Cole 
Secretary: Marie Dwyer 06 273 8564
	 MANUTAHI
MANUTAHI HALL
Contact: Pauline Rutten: 027 746 0292
	 PATEA & DISTRICTS
CARLYLE W.I
President: Rose Cowley 06 273 8014
GALLERY PATEA (fb gallery Patea )
Email - gallerypatea@gmail.com 
56b Egmont St Patea
We are a non-profit gallery focused on promoting 
local creativity. Now in our seventh year we 
welcome new work, new members. 
Open Wed - Fri - 10.30 - 2.30 Sat 11 - 3.
PAEPAE IN THE PARK INCORPORATED:
Chairperson: Nev Hinga
Secretary: Matt Inns 
paepaeinthepark@gmail.com
Facebook: paepaeintheparkmusicfestival
Email or FB messenger us
PARIROA PA LADIES COMMITTEE
Treasurer: Huia Davis 06 273 8675
PATEA & DISTRICTS BOATING CLUB INC	
Contact: Harley Ogle 06 272 8010
PATEA BOARDRIDERS & SURF CLUB
Secretary: L Niu 06 273 8801
PATEA BOWLING CLUB INC
President: Marama Pullen. 
Secretary: Jaime Millar – 027 294 8132 
Email: bowlingpatea@gmail.com
PATEA COMMUNITY PATROL CPNZ
Rodney 022 044 1500
Hennie 027 489 2785
PATEA COUNTRY & VARIETY MUSIC CLUB
Alton Coronation Hall, 4th Saturday of the month,
11am - 3.30pm. Ph 06 281 4055, 027 325 9231
PATEA FEDERATED FARMERS
Secretary: Tim Honeyfield 06 273 8411
PATEA GOLF CLUB
Secretary: Ev Gibbs 027 537 3708
Club Captain: R Finlay 06 273 8335
Ladies Club Captain: Ev Gibbs
PATEA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
President: Jacq Dwyer 06 273 4494
Secretary: Jim Baker 06 278 4344 
PATEA HORSE GROUP
President: Tina DeJager-Rich 027 6711370
Secretary: Sharon Besley, ph  027 276 1886
Treasurer: Claire Dawson 027 676 5168
PATEA LIONS CLUB
Pres: Kay Wallace Ph. 021 027 66739 
Sec: Sandra Thomas 022 161 4163. 
PATEA MAORI CLUB INC
Secretary: ph 273 8339. 
PATEA MASTERS RUGBY LEAGUE
Sam Pullen 027 448 5358
Email: nevhings277@gmail.com
PATEA CARLYLE PONY CLUB
Contact: Sue Cole 
PATEA OLD FOLKS ASSOCIATION HALL
Contact: Rose Cowley 027 237 2042 
or 06 273 8014
PATEA PRIDE SPORTS CLUB
President/Chairperson Tina Rio 06 273 8693
Treasurer Stacey Marino, staceymm31@gmail.com

PATEA RIVER CATCHMENT COMMUNITY
Tessa Tate 021 063 7327
Jo Gibbs 021 952 272
PATEA RUGBY LEAGUE CLUB
President: Kevin Tutauha, Old Main Rd, Patea
PATEA RUGBY & SPORTS CLUB INC.
Chair: Kate Murdoch 027 541 2955
Club Captain/contact: 
Secretary: Bronwyn Murdoch 06 273 8483
Patea Clubrooms 06 273 8747
PATEA R.S.A
President: Ata Nui. 
Vice President: John Freer
Secretary/Treasurer: Gary Sue
PO Box 68, Patea.
PATEA SQUASH CLUB	
PATEA STANDBY ASSN INC	
Po Box 28, Patea. 06 273 8329 9am-noon
After hours 06 273 8661, 06 273 8325
and 06 273 8665 after midday
PATEA SURFCASTERS CLUB INC
Club Captain / Weigh Master:
 Nigel Austen 06 344 8184
PATEA TAE KWONDO
Contact: Bruce 06 273 8779
PATEA WALKING GROUP
Contact: D Newell 06 273 8498
PATEA YOUTH TRUST
Chairperson: Taiaroa Neho. Secretary: Laura Kanara.
RNZ PLUNKET SOC. INC PATEA SUBBRANCH
Pres: 
Vice Pres: 
Treasurer: 
Secretary: 
TANEROA WAKA AMA PATEA / PATEA WAKA AMA 
Debbie 027 265 3617 or Gabriel 021 0299 6990
TURI INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
Pres: Raymond Finlay 027 270 7542
Secretary: Win Finlay 027 441 9835
WAIOTURI MARAE TRUST
Secretary: Kelvin Luke 022 601 9920
waioturimarae@gmail.com
	 WAITOTARA
WAITOTARA HALL
Contacts: Marianne - phone 027 419 0258 or
Kim - phone 027 228 1515
WAITOTARA PATEA FISHING CLUB     
President: Nelson Byers 027 345 0105 
Club Captain: Bill Oliver 021 269 7263
	 WAVERLEY
ABBOTSFORD HEALTH CENTRE WAVERLEY
Community owned. Room available
To enquire about our health services 
9-11.30am - 06 346 5021
BORDER RUGBY & SPORTS CLUB
President: Clint Skedgewell
Secretary: 
Waverley Clubrooms, ph 346 5263
WAVERLEY A&P ASSOCIATION
Sec: Janene Pope 027 453 5196
Email: waverleyshow@outlook.com  
WAVERLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Michelle Watkins 06 346 6226.
WAVERLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Ph. 0273 870 670
Email. info@waverleybaptist.org.nz
WAVERLEY BOWLING CLUB
President: Brian Rook 027 942 2757
Secretary: Joanne Peacock 021 400 735
Treasurer: Alison Gifkins 022 078 2534
Bookings: E: bowlingclubwaverley@gmail.com or 
phone: 021 400 735
WAVERLEY CARLYLE PONY CLUB
waverleyponyclub@gmail.com
WAVERLEY CEMETERY BOARD
PO Box 96, Waverley. 06 346 7070
WAVERLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
President: c/- Brian Rook, 10 Okiwa Terrace
Waiinu Beach, RD 18, Wanganui 5488 
WAVERLEY COMMUNITY PATROL CPNZ
Coordinator - Doug Rosewarne 021 109 0473

WAVERLEY CROQUET CLUB
President: Colleen Hayman 0204 149 4288 
Secretary: Jacqui Davidson 021 764 373
Treasurer: Chris How 027 618 8586 
Club Captains: Helen Fairweather & Trish Adams 
WAVERLEY GOLF CLUB
Clubhouse, Box 76, 06 346 5672
Sec/Treas: Jacqui Hooper. 
Email waverleygolfclubnz@gmail.com
Club Captain: Wazza Pope 027 542 3480 
WAVERLEY GUN CLUB
President: Tyson Hooper
Sec: Tom Andrews
E: waverleygunclub@gmail.com
WAVERLEY LIONS CLUB
President: Callum Coker
waverleylionspresident@gmail.com
Sec: Tom Andrews
waverleylionsnz@gmail.com
PO Box 145, Waverley
WAVERLEY MACHINE KNITTING CLUB
Meets 2nd Monday of the month 1pm.
WAVERLEY RACING CLUB
President: Harvey Wilson 027 892 5486
WAVERLEY SPINNING & WEAVING
WAVERLEY SWIMMING CLUB
Kylie Manson 06 346 6220
WAVERLEY STANDBY
President: Garry 06 346 6536
Secretary/Treasurer: Roger 021 169 8850
WAVERLEY WAITOTARA RSA
President: Brian Rook
Secretary: Claire Symes
WAVERLEY-WAITOTARA SHEEP DOG TRIAL 
CLUB 
President: Willie Symes Ph. 027 341 0026 
Secretary: Brenda Simson 06 346 5124
WAVERLEY W.I
Secretary/Treasurer: Lyn Smailes
	 WHENUAKURA
WHENUAKURA HALL SOCIETY
President: Joe Crawford 027 210 4656
Secretary: Alva Honeyfield 021 261 9463
Treasurer: Kate Williams 027 336 3534
	 WHANGANUI
WANGANUI YOUNG FARMERS CLUB 
Baylee Hodges 027 955 1515
Email: whanganui@youngfarmers.co.nz
	 SOUTH TARANAKI / TARANAKI
REACHOUT SUPPORT GROUP
S Phillips, M Clark 06 273 8399
SOUTH TARANAKI COASTGUARD
Reachable Channel 83 VHF
President: Gary Darnell 027 531 5565
Vice President: Gareth Read 029 770 1874
SOUTH TARANAKI DISTRICT MUSEUM TRUST
President: Gary Sue 021 852 445
Secretary: secretary@aoteautanganuitrust.
onmicrosoft.com 
SOUTH TARANAKI NEIGHBOURHOOD SUPPORT
southtaranaki.nsg@outlook.co.nz
Coordinator: Wendy 0274 262 010
SOUTH TARANAKI YOUNG FARMERS
Emma Northcott 027 901 6517
ALZHEIMERS TARANAKI INC.
(supporting anyone affected by dementia).
Lynnie Kahui 06 278 8519.
LIFELINE TARANAKI
24-hour phone counselling service, 
tollfree 06 758 6333
TARANAKI CARRIAGE DRIVERS 
(members NZ Carriage Driving Society) 
President: Colleen Rebay 06 346 5815 
	 NATIONAL
FEDERATED FARMERS
Dave Hopkins, Station Rd, RD17. Ph 346 5802
HEALTH CONSUMER SERVICE
If you have any concerns about any Health Service 
received. 0800 801 482.
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Te Pahi hits the road as TRC 
launches improved bus network
A new era has dawned for public transport and connectivity across Taranaki 

with the launch of Te Pahi, the improved and updated bus network for the region.  
Today (April 7) marks the start of revamped services with Te Pahi buses now 

sporting their distinctive green livery and new routes and timetables operational. 
Taranaki Regional Council Chair Craig Williamson says the excitement has 

been building for the launch with staff , drivers, councillors and bus users eagerly 
awaiting the launch and seeing Te Pahi buses hit the road across the region.   

“The launch marks a major milestone on our journey to improve public 
transport in our region,” says Mr Williamson. 

“The network has been designed by the people, for the people and we think 
it’s going to strengthen connectivity in Taranaki, allowing users to easily travel by 
bus to get to work, school, college, the hospital or to the shops. 

“All the improvements come at the same time that there has been a shift away 
from funding public transport by the government, so it’s been a balancing act to 
provide an updated network within severe funding constraints. 

“Having said that, the list of upgrades is impressive. We think Te Pahi is a 
great fi rst step on the road to creating a modern, fi t-for-purpose and easy-to-use 
public transport service.” 

Key improvements include better Saturday coverage with new trips between 
Hāwera-New Plymouth and Waitara–New Plymouth and 11 new electric buses 
added to the urban New Plymouth fl eet.   

Other boosts to the network include: 
• Streamlined urban routes – more direct, faster and effi  cient services. 
• Improved hospital access through Westown and Hurdon via Tukapa and 

David streets. 
• The launch of a new dedicated website – tepahi.govt.nz – with improved 

real-time tracking and a new way to plan your journey.  
• The new unifi ed Te Pahi brand replaces the old Citylink, Southlink and 

Connector brands. 
The launch follows extensive consultation on what the network should look 

like with feedback shaping the development 
of services based on the aspirations of the 
public.  

“We’re particularly pleased to see 11 new 
electric buses now on our roads, meaning our 
New Plymouth urban fl eet is now fully electric. 
These clean, green vehicles match the green 
livery of Te Pahi and will be instrumental in 
helping the Council achieve our goal of zero 
public transport emissions by 2035,” added Mr 
Williamson. 

“With the new website providing lots of 
user-friendly features like journey planning 
and real-time tracking and a recognisable and 
striking brand, the new network has a strong 
Taranaki identity we can be proud of.” 

Other improvements include a trial Waitara 
morning loop operating on weekday mornings 
during school terms to support access to 
Waitara schools. The service will be available 
to all passengers. Accessibility in Omata is 
also being boosted by new bus stops. 

There have been a number of service 
reductions or changes from the old network, 
mainly driven by low patronage which made 
the services uneconomical and unsustainable 
within the current funding environment for 
public transport. These include:  

• The Ōpunake–New Plymouth middle 
of the day trips reduced from fi ve to two days 
a week.  

• Hāwera to Pātea once a week (no 
longer extending to Waverley).   

• Removal of some early morning 
(7am) services due to low patronage; some 
7am trips will continue on select routes. 
Evening services from Monday–Wednesday 
(6:20pm) will be removed, with Thursday and 
Friday evening services remaining.  

• Minor updates to South Taranaki fare 
zones to align with the wider network.  

• The Ōpunake–Hāwera route will no 
longer travel via Kaponga due to low demand.  

• Removal of 6am southbound and 
5.20pm northbound trips on the service 
between Hawera and New Plymouth. 

For information about the routes and 
timetables, head to tepahi.govt.nz
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T P nunun iuiuTePanui kikik
o teTumua
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Kia ora e te whānau,

What a busy and successful term it has been here at Pātea Area
School. Our kura has been full of energy, with many school and cluster
sporting events. It has been great to see our ākonga representing the
kura with pride and living our Ngā Uara of manaakitanga,
rangatiratanga, and kaitiakitanga. Thank you to our staff and whānau for
your ongoing support.

We are also excited as preparations continue for our Fiji cultural
exchange in September. This will be a valuable opportunity for students
to grow as leaders, experience a new culture, and represent our kura.
The effort and commitment shown so far has been outstanding.

Regular attendance remains a key focus. Being at school every day
gives ākonga the best chance to learn and achieve their personal
taumata. Thank you for supporting strong attendance habits.

In Term 2, our focus shifts to academic achievement, with school-wide
testing helping inform student progress and upcoming reports. We
encourage all students to stay focused and give their best.

This term we also acknowledge the retirement of Mrs Singh, our cooking
teacher, after 19 years of dedicated service to the kura. We thank her for
the care, passion, and skills she has shared with our ākonga over the
years and wish her all the very best for her next chapter. We are
pleased to welcome our new cooking teacher, Whaea Shayal, who will
be joining us at the start of next term.

We are also pleased to introduce our new school counsellor, Whaea
Ngairini, who will be available from Tuesday to Thursday each week.
This is a valuable addition to our kura, supporting the wellbeing of our
ākonga.

We wish all our whānau a safe and enjoyable holiday break, and a
happy Easter.

Ngā mihi nui,

Matua James
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Field Champions
Junior Boys- Kahn Tangaroa-Smith

Junior Girls- Breezhaya-Jade Tamihana
Intermediate Boys- Jack Kelsen

Intermediate Girls- Magrett Raidaniva
Senior Boys- Quaylen Sisson

Senior Girls- Jamie Waata-Chapman

Track Champions
Junior Boys- Mosese Raidaniva

Junior Girls- Ata Taylor
Intermediate Boys- Jack Kelsen

Intermediate Girls-
Quincey Taylor & Enchantress Sugguiyao

Senior Boys- Quaylen Sisson
Senior Girls- Jamie Waata-Chapman

Overall athletics Champion
Junior Boys- Kahn Tangaroa-Smith

Junior Girls- Breezhaya-Jade Tamihana
Intermediate Boys- Jack Kelsen

Intermediate Girls- Quincey Taylor
Senior Boys- Quaylen Sisson

Senior Girls- Jamie Waata-Chapman

Swimming Sports Champion
Junior Boys- Charlie Werder

Junior Girls- Ata Taylor
Intermediate Boys- Jack Kelsen

Intermediate Girls- Trixie Davidson
Senior Boys- Quaylen Sisson

Senior Girls- Maearna-Haleigh Leatherby

Bottom
Year 9 noughts and crosses project that

incorporated the cross halving joints

Middle
Ukulele class with Kopa awhina, preparing

for our performance.

Above
Hands-on learning in action! Year 9 Science

students are using models to understand chemical
formulas and identify the types and number of

atoms in different substances.

Bottom
YeYeY ar 9 noughts and crosses projojo ect that

incorporated the cross halving joints

Middle
Ukulele class with Kopa awhina, preparing

for our performance.

Above
Hands-on learning in action! YeYeY ar 9 Science

students are using models to understand chemical
formulas and identifyfyf the types and number of

atoms in different substances.

Haylee Burgess beginning her
Outward Bound adventure,
stepping outside her comfort
zone and into an unforgettable
experience.

Our Year 7–8 cluster competitive swimmers
represented our kura with pride at the
Waverley Cluster Swimming Event. The team
showed outstanding effort, determination,
and teamwork throughout the day,
consistently placing strongly across events.
A special highlight was their 1st place finish
in the relay.
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Pariroa Pā Visit
March 16-18 2026
Year 1–13 Te Reo Māori students recently visited Pariroa
Pā in rotations for immersive learning. It was a proud
moment for our kura as the event was completely student-
led. Our seniors took charge staying overnight—from
speaking on the pae to teaching haka—while our younger
students showcased their mihi and pepeha. From the front
of the wharenui to the ringawera in the kitchen, every
student played their part in making the day a success. Well
done to all!

After 19 incredible years of service at Pātea Area
School, I find myself reflecting on a journey that has
shaped me both personally and professionally.
To the various members of our Board of Trustees over
the years, thank you for your guidance and commitment
in providing resources for the Food Technology and
Hospitality courses. 
To our principals, past and present, I have appreciated
your support, mentorship and dedication to make Patea
Area School a place of growth, encouraging innovation
and an environment where excellence is always
pursued.

To the wider community thank you for your support and
partnership. Schools do not exist in isolation and it has
been rewarding as a teacher to see our students
succeed both culturally and academically. 

To my colleagues, thank you for the camaraderie,
collaboration and friendship over the years. The shared
experiences, challenges and successes has made this
journey truly special. 

To the students past and present it has been a privilege
to teach, guide and learn alongside you. Watching you
develop cookery skills, working with confidence as the
year progressed and having a love for Food and
Hospitality has been the most rewarding part of this
journey. Keep cooking, creating and experimenting with
the wide range of ingredients available these days. 

My journey from Fiji to New Zealand has been an
amazing one, quite fulfilling after teaching for about 45
years. It is now time to move on to making new
memories with family and friends and a little man who
will be turning three in July.
I am now looking forward to the next phase of my life.
Finally I wish all my students an awesome 2026
academic year.

"ALVIDA"
Mrs Anil K. Singh

THANK YOU

Kopa Ahwina TSSSA Swimming held at the Wai o Rua
Stratford Aquatic Centre

Te Kahui Maunga Regionals
Congratulations to Whaea Naiomi,
Matua Khyree, and Iraia Davis for their
performance with Ngā Waihotanga at
Te Kāhui Maunga Regionals in Waitara
earlier this term. This fantastic result
means they have qualified for Te
Matatini 2027. We are so proud of your
hard work and this well-deserved
success!

Kopa Ahwina TSSSA Swimming held at the Wai o Rua
Stratford Aquatic Centre

PHOTOS BY MISAYDEZE ERU-WEREHI
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As we move further into the year, it’s been a busy 

and exciting time at Whenuakura School.
From sporting events and creative achievements 

to camps and classroom learning, our students have 
been making the most of every opportunity. Here’s a 
snapshot of what we’ve been up to lately.

Mana Bay Mural
Last month some of our senior students had the 

honour of helping paint the Mana Bay mural at Pātea 
Beach. This hands-on experience was a welcome 
opportunity for them to connect with art, history and 
place and taught them lots about the species of fi sh 
and sponges from the diverse and abundant reef 
environment and our local sea life. 

A big thanks to Karen and Bruce from Project Reef 
Life, the very talented Dan Mills, and to Jacq Dwyer 
for coordinating this incredible opportunity. What an 
amazing experience to be a part of. 

Writing Sensations
Last year, during the creation and performance 

of our school play, students Maggie Newland and 
Honor Williams decided they would like to give 
playwriting a go - and give it a go they did! A few 
weeks of hard work and one play writing workshop 
later, their story 'Prank Wars' was born. 

The girls did such a tremendous job of writing this 
humorous masterpiece that we decided to send 
it into the School Journal and to our surprise, it 
was accepted for publication. This is an incredible 
accomplishment for our students as the journal 
tends to only publish work by adult authors and 
illustrators. 

Maggie and Honor decided to donate half of their 
earnings for their publication to the school library 
as a way of recognising the help they have had 
fostering their talent. 

Pictured are the girls on a recent shopping spree 
at Paige's Book Store in Whanganui. 

Worm Farm Workshop
Last month we were lucky enough to have Sharon 

(the Waste Minimisation Offi  cer from the South 
Taranaki District Council) join us to deliver a hands-
on worm farm workshop here at school.

The workshop introduced students to food waste 
reduction and composting, with a focus on how 
worm farms help turn organic waste into nutrient-rich 
compost. 

To support the project, Hollard Gardens 
generously donated worms to establish the school’s 
worm farm, giving students the opportunity to 
care for the worms and observe the composting 
process over time. The session provided practical 
learning experiences that reinforced environmental 
responsibility and sustainable waste practices.

Thursday 
Rippa

The rippa 
season has come 
to an end but 
our mixed-grade 
team thoroughly 
enjoyed their 
Thursday evening 
games in Hāwera 
last term. It’s 
been fantastic to 
see the progress 
the students 
made each week. 
So much talent 
has developed 
across the 
team, with skills 
improving with 
every game and 
plenty of great 
teamwork on 
display. 

Most 
importantly, the 

Thank You to Our Sponsors!
Whenuakura School would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our amazing local businesses for their generous sponsorship and 
ongoing support.
Your contributions make a real diff erence for our students and staff , helping us provide opportunities, resources, and experiences that 
enrich learning and strengthen our school. We are incredibly grateful to have such strong community backing.
Please join us in supporting these local businesses who so proudly support Whenuakura School — we couldn’t do it without you!
SILVER SPONSORS
Pawtea • GEA/FIL • Taranaki Veterinary Centre • VetFarm • Mel & Dale Cook (Duff y)
BRONZE SPONSORS
FMG Insurance • Patea Bridgestone Tyre Centre • Sandfords

smiles, laughter, and enjoyment from the kids show just how much fun they are having 
out on the fi eld.

A big thank you goes to Ross, Kyvarn and Jack, and Marichen and Kate, who have 
generously volunteered their time as parents and siblings to help support the team. 
Opportunities like this simply wouldn’t happen without people willing to give up their 
time to coach, organise, and encourage our players.
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What an incredible week our Tuakana Hive students at the end of last term at Vertical Horizon Adventure Camp! From the moment they arrived, excitement was 

high, and it didn’t take long for everyone to jump straight into the action.
The camp provided a fantastic opportunity for students to step outside their comfort zones, challenge themselves, and try new experiences. Activities such as the 

high ropes, the zipline, grass carts, kayaking, blind walks and team challenges kept everyone busy, active, and smiling throughout their few days away. 
It was awesome to see students showing determination, resilience, and courage as they took on each new challenge. There was a constant display of students 

supporting and encouraging one another. Whether it was cheering from below the high ropes or helping a friend navigate a tricky obstacle, the sense of teamwork 
and camaraderie was something to be proud of.

Beyond the activities, camp life itself was a great learning experience. Students demonstrated independence, responsibility, and positive behaviour, representing 
our school with pride. There were plenty of laughs, friendships cemented, and memories made that will last a long time.

Cricket Season
Last term we joined forces with Kakaramea School to field a cricket team for a six-week competition.
It was been awesome to see the players grow in confidence, skill, and teamwork during this time with a huge improvement from the very first game right through 

to the final.
One of the standout moments came in the second-to-last game, where the team secured a 

brilliant win, with every player giving it their absolute all. Jordan and Xavier led the way with the 
bat, both putting on impressive performances, while Jock delivered a standout effort with the ball, 
achieving a wicket maiden — a fantastic accomplishment. 

Across the field, all players showed great focus, determination, and teamwork, contributing to 
a strong all-round performance. Maggie and Aubrey also showed off some top-level gymnastics 
adding some flare to the field!

A big thank you to Scott for his time and effort coaching and supporting the team throughout the 
season. It’s been fantastic to watch the players develop their skills, encourage one another, and 
most importantly, have fun along the way.
Here’s what some of our players had to say about their season:
Maggie – It was a fun season while it lasted, it was only 6 weeks. The best part was when I got a 
wicket when I was bowling. I got 4 fours in the season.
Elliot – I got about 12 wickets this season. Over the season I got better at batting and I got 3 
fours. Thank you Scott for being my umpire.
Jock – This season I got a wicket maiden which is when it’s all dot balls, no runs, as well as a 
wicket. I felt great because that’s really rare and the other coach gave me a high five.
Jordan – I nearly got a hat-trick which is when you are bowling and get three wickets in a row. I’d 
like to thank Scott for coaching. I got to practice my bowling during practices and at the game.
Lincoln – I had a good season. It’s the first time I’ve played cricket. The best part was when I got 
a couple of fours. Thanks, Scott, for taking me to cricket each week and being my coach.
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KAKARAMEA SCHOOL    

‘E tipu, e rea…grow and keep growing‛
APRIL ROUND UP

FLAT TRACK 2026!
What an exciting Flat Track activity! Both children and adults had a fantastic time riding together, sharing in the fun and building great connections. The fi eld was 

full of energy, laughter, and smiles as wheels kept moving and spirits stayed high.
A huge shout out to Chris, Sarah, and the Rutten family for the generous use of their paddocks for this event, our school Events Committee for running this event 

on our behalf and special thanks to Daryl Hurley at Action Moto and Craig Bailey at Bailey Motorcycles for supporting our event through the generous donation of 
raffl  e prizes.

Lastly, a big thank you to everyone who joined in and helped make the event such a success. A truly fun and memorable day.

A true bike superstar in action!

Balance, confi dence, and a whole lot of talent!

Cluster Athletics 2026
What a fun day in the sun! Cluster Athletics 2026 was a great time to bring together our students for a 

day full of energy, teamwork, and determination. Throughout the event, our tamariki took part in a variety 
of athletic activities well organized by Patea Area School showing resilience, enthusiasm, and the WAKA 
WAY in action. It was a fantastic day where students supported one another, challenged themselves and 
embraced the spirit of friendly competition.

We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to all the whānau who came along to support and all the 
staff  who were there organizing such a massive day. Congratulations to our winning relay team—what an 
outstanding achievement! And well done to all of our children who gave their best in every event. We are 
incredibly proud of your eff ort, attitude and willingness to give things a go.

LEFT: Our winning relay team: Left to right: Oscar W, Jacob, 
Azarlea and Matilda

ABOVE: Frankie soaring through the air in the long jump

Community Spirit Shines in Jubilee 
Preparations

We have had such a busy month with the school 
being a hive of activity to get ready for the 150th 
Jubilee at Easter! We are incredibly proud and 
grateful for our amazing whānau and community. 
Your support makes a real diff erence: from helping 
install the school signboard, to cleaning the shed, 
and being part of the wider tidy-up and preparation 
for our Jubilee. Together, you make our Jubilee 
celebrations possible, memorable, and fun for 
everyone. What an incredible community we have! 
We are beyond grateful.

Bayden Muller donating his time and expertise to install 
the sign on the fence
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Our Wheels Day was fi lled with excitement, energy, and lots of smiles! Children brought along their scooters, bikes, and roller skates 

to enjoy a fun-fi lled day in the playground. They loved zooming around, sharing their skills, and exploring diff erent ways to move on 
wheels. It was wonderful to see their confi dence, balance, and coordination growing as they participated.

A fantastic day of active play and learning for everyone!

Pedal, push, and play—what a great day!
What a joy ride with a friend!

Weetbix Tryathlon
A huge congratulations to our amazing Weet-

Bix Triathletes for their outstanding eff orts! It was 
a fantastic day fi lled with energy, determination, 
and lots of smiles. Our students showed great 
perseverance and sportsmanship as they swam, 
biked, and ran their way through the course. We are 
incredibly proud of the courage and positive attitude 
they displayed throughout the event.

Thank you to the whānau and supporters who 
came along to cheer them on. It truly made the day 
extra special. 

ABOVE RIGHT: Tasting victory—well done, our superstars! 
Left to right: Oscar McColl, Oscar Werder, Ruben Werder

BELOW RIGHT: Sophie T, Here comes your well-deserved 
success!

Pioneer Village 
What a wonderful visit to Pioneer Village as part of our 150th Jubilee celebration! We learnt 

a lot about a time long ago. The children had lots of fun playing old-fashioned games such 
as sack racing, stilts, elastics, and skipping. We stepped back in time by experiencing an old-
style classroom, giving students a glimpse into what learning was like in the past. A highlight 
of the day was the fantastic train ride, which brought plenty of excitement and smiles. By 
dressing in vintage clothing, our children looked so authentically vintage!!

Olden day style, timeless smiles

Our little pioneers, ready for a journey through time

TOP LEFT: Back in time, where learning looked a little diff erent but the curiosity is the same 
TOP RIGHT: Lots of hops, and heaps of fun!

BELOW LEFT: Skipping into the past with every jump!
BELOW RIGHT: Rolling through memories and making new ones
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Round baling
Hay & Silage

Conventional baling Hay & Silage
Ground Cultivation

Ploughing, Power Harrowing, Discing,
Levelling, Subsoil rippers, Soil Aeration

Seeding
Direct Drill & Roller Drill

Tractor & Trailer Cartage

Simon Fowlie - 027 914 1788
Bruce Fowlie - 027 488 6800

Find us on Facebook - Kak Contracting

Other services are available -
contact Simon for further information

We offer competitive pricing 
with a quality job

Kakaramea School 150th Student Jubilee Celebration
What an unforgettable day celebrating our 150th Jubilee! We stepped back in time by dressing in vintage clothing, 

burying our time capsule, planting our memory tree, playing olden day games, cutting our offi  cial jubilee limo cake and 
welcoming our beautiful Clydesdales. A very special highlight was a visit from past teacher Miss Marion Beamish on her 
trusty bike from Pātea. We fi nished the day with a fun-fi lled bounce ‘n’ dance party. We truly celebrated 150 years in style! 
A day to remember, with memories that will last a lifetime. 

Celebrating 150 years with a ride to remember

Olden day games, new day smiles!

Special thanks to Layered Cakes 
for the amazing limo cake. It was 

absolutely delicious!

Miss Marion Beamish on her trusty bike from Pātea

An olden day teacher with today’s 
learners

So much joy in every bounce!
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Kakaramea School and District 150th Jubilee — A Truly Special Celebration
Our Easter Weekend celebrations were a truly wonderful testament to the enduring strength and spirit of Kakaramea School & District. The current school 

whānau, staff , and Board would like to sincerely thank all the Jubilee Committee members for their dedication, commitment, and passion over the past 24 months in 
ensuring our Jubilee was such a wonderful success. 

A special thank you to our past students, staff , and community members who travelled from near and far to celebrate, reminisce, and reconnect. The history, 
memories, stories, and artefacts you shared will be treasured for generations to come. 

To everyone who joined us over the three days of celebrations—thank you for your presence and for adding to the signifi cance of this very special milestone in our 
school and district’s history. 

Lastly, to our students and staff  of today, thank you for your hard mahi leading up to the celebrations, and for the beautiful kapa haka performance that opened our 
weekend. The pride, kotahitanga, and mana were clearly felt and seen. Special mention to Matau Louis and Matau Lukey for their guidance, support, and aroha in 
helping shape us in this space.

As our school motto proudly states, “Together we Achieve!” This celebration weekend was a true refl ection of that.

Kapa haka in action—showing our pride and mana

Sitting together as one—
celebrating culture, history, 

and community

Back together where it all began

Sitting where many journeys began—cherished memories in every 
seat

Connecting, sharing, 
and celebrating together

A huge thank you to 
our very generous 
Jubilee sponsors. 

Your contribution is 
deeply appreciated.

Together in song, together in spirit—
our whānau united
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The Kakaramea School & District 150 Year Jubilee
What a fabulous weekend we all had celebrating 

150 years since Kakaramea School began. We 
had over 270 registrations for the three-day Jubilee 
over the Easter Weekend.  Catching up with so 
many brilliant old friends, neighbours, classmates, 
and teaching staff was incredibly rewarding and 
made the two years of planning worth it all.  As well 
as Shannon O’Brien, the current Principal, there 
were two other Head Teachers from earlier times 
– Mr Doug Hayward, from 1979 – 1986, and Val 
Sutherland, from 1999 – 2015.  Val is the longest 
serving Principal at Kakaramea School at 16 years 
in the role.

People came from far and wide to attend this 
memorable event. We had the children of workers 
at the dairy factory, publicans at the Kakaramea 
Hotel, storekeepers at the busy Kakaramea Store, 
farmers, and past pupils of the school.  Some 
hadn’t been back since they left decades ago.   The 
conversations were of what antics they had all got 
up to in those heady days when Kakaramea was the 
centre of their universe.  

The Jubilee began on Friday night with a ‘meet 
and greet’ event in the Kakaramea Hall, which 
could have gone all night if we didn’t have to save 
ourselves for the rest of the weekend and remind a 
few it was time to go home!  The Memorabilia Room 
that was set up in the new storage room, was like 
a little lounge for people to gather and reminisce 
amongst photos and objects of times gone by.

On Saturday morning former teacher and resident 
Molly Cole opened the Jubilee in front of a large 
crowd on the courts at the school.  Kakaramea 
School pupils in full costume performed an 
impressive Kapa Haka performance. Speeches 

The crowds enjoying the Kapa Haka performance on the court at Kakaramea School on Saturday at the Jubilee.

were given by David Werder - Chair of the Jubilee 
Committee, Robert Northcott - Deputy Mayor of 
South Taranaki, Carl Bates - MP, Shannon O’Brien, 
Jason Skipper - Board of Governors Chair, Jacq 
Dwyer – local historian, Tupito Maruera - Pariroa 
Pā Kaumatua.  A special presentation of a framed 
photo of the 1961 Kakaramea Inter-School relay 
team, the Flying Squadron swimmers, was made by 
Barry Rangihaeata, one of the Kakaramea champion 
swimmers.  

A picnic lunch was then available to collect from 
the school and eat out in the playground or in the 
vintage classroom set up by Shannon. Decade 
photos were taken on the field in terraced seating 
by photographer Kevin Bone, and Michelle Woollett 
was busy making coffees in her sweet little coffee 
cart set up below the pool.

Saturday evening began with a hearty dinner 
served in the Marquee beside the Hall, as the sunset 
glowed through the windows behind the buffet table.  
Shaun Campbell from Campbell Live entertained 
us in the Hall with live music, which got a good 
many up dancing.  The Pātea Rugby Club, who are 
fundraising for their 150th Jubilee on Kings Birthday 
Weekend, were busy serving drinks at the Bar. 

On Sunday morning the sun was still shining as 
we went to Pariroa Pā, where we were officially 
welcomed on to the marae.  Past Kakaramea 
School pupil, Marama Taiwhati led the karanga as 
we walked on. to the marae.   The wharenui was full 
for the monthly Karakia church service led by Hemi, 
Cass and Kata.  Afterwards we went to the Dining 
room for a lovely lunch, and as we walked in in 
single file, there was a symphony of music and poi, 
as lines of people connected to the Pā sung for us.  

It really was astounding and we were so happy when 
they also sang Poi e. This was the perfect ending 
for our magical weekend.  It was hard to say good-
bye to the old friends we had rekindled friendships 
with, and the new people we met, who all felt that 
Kakaramea was such an important part of their lives.

We have a few more thank-yous to mention… 
behind the scenes there were so many hard 
workers who made the weekend the success it was. 
Apologies if we have missed anyone out…but a fair 
few honourable mentions… The Kakaramea Hall 
Committee for the multiple working bees cleaning 
the hall and surrounds from top to bottom, inside 
and out.  It likely hasn’t been so clean since the 
last jubilee, 25 years ago!  Marie Dwyer and Trisha 
Edgecombe for meeting and greeting every attendee 
and providing their registration packs, and for doing 
a stella job selling commemorative tea towels and 
cookbooks. 

Our resident historian Jacq Dwyer for creating 
the “History Display”. It was the most popular place 
in the hall for sharing memories and stories.  We 
look forward to the Kakaramea history books that 
will be published later this year by Jacq.  Special 
thanks to Celeste Cole for styling the space with 
curated furniture and vintage items. Daniel Lehrke 
for designing the commemorative tea towels, and 
Bronwyn Gwynn for compiling the recipes for the 
Kakaramea Recipe Book. *these are both still for 
sale if you want to purchase more!  Robert Morrison 
from Sydney, and Jason Skipper, for taking turns as 
security guards sleeping in the marquee overnight. 
Can’t have been the most restful sleep!  Shannon 
O’Brien and her team for getting the school looking 
so fabulous.  And the Kapa Haka performance from 
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Three Principals from Kakaramea School – 
Val Sutherland, Shannon O’Brien, Doug Hayward.

The Kakaramea School & District 150 Year Jubilee
the children was just brilliant. 

The Patea Rugby Club for staffing the bar 
on Friday and Saturday nights and Gavin 
Vanner for arranging the liquid refreshments.  
Andersons Catering for providing all the meals 
for the Jubilee.  The team at Pariroa Pā for 
hosting the manuhiri (visitors) on Sunday 
at their monthly service and a banquet of 
kai for afterwards.  We were fortunate to be 
entertained by the Pariroa Pā Singers, both 
in the Wharenui and in the Whare-kai, before 
our meal.  Wendy Vanner and Clare Ford for 
the beautiful flowers in the hall and marquee.  
Daniel McColl for building the new post 
and rail fence in front of the hall.  Dobson’s 
Marquee & Party Hire for the marquee hire, 
tables, chairs and lighting.  Kevin and Clare 
Ford for letting us use their front paddock 
to erect the marquee.  And Donavan Croot 
for making his paddock available for parking 
at the school.  Chris Perrett Electrical for 
the last-minute late-night callout to sort out 
our electrical “issues” and make sure we 
had power for the marquee. Kevin Bone 
Photography for his patience in taking multiple 
decade photos.  Wendy Vanner for organising 
the class photos, with assistance from Eva 
and Bernie Vanner, and Anna Cole.

Michelle Dwyer for coordinating the 
registrations and making the Jubilee cake… 
and to Sue Huston for the amazing cake 
decoration.  John Hogan for cooking up the 
bbq for the children’s lunch on Saturday.  
The Māori wardens for providing security 
and parking.  Linda Lehrke for recording the 
ceremonies at the school and pa… and for 
being our “IT consultant”, putting together the 
historic films we had on the televisions at the 
school and the hall.

And especially the Jubilee Committee, who 
have been planning the festivities for the 
last two years. David Werder (Chair), Lois 
Werder (Secretary), Marie Dwyer (Treasurer), 
Waimarie Cassidy, Trisha Edgecumbe, 
Shannon O’Brien, Laura Maruera, Gavin and 
Wendy Vanner, Molly Cole, Quinten Werder, 
Jacq Dwyer, Vera Kershaw, Janine Ngatai, 
Michelle Dwyer, Bronwyn Gwynn.  It’s been 
a privilege to organise the reunion and we 
are so proud at how well it turned out.  It 
was worth it all to see multiple generations 
reconnecting and reminiscing over their 
shared history.  

The Divane girls in the school corridor at the Jubilee: 
Kathleen, Cushla, and Frances, with Frances’s daughter 

inlaw Annette behind

And last but not least, 
everyone who attended the 
Jubilee, from near and far.  It 
was a brilliant time, you all 
helped make it an incredible 
and memorable weekend.

Kakaramea School Kapa Haka group perform for the Jubilee attendees.

The Memorabilia Room 
at the Kakaramea Hall 

was a popular spot 
during the Jubilee to sit 
down to read through 

our local history or 
have a chat. Left to 

right: Robyn & Karleigh 
Moir, Sandra Richards, 
Celeste Cole, Liberty 

Van Voorthuysen.
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Send in your sports results, 
upcoming events and news 

by simply emailing
patea.waverleypress@outlook.com

Deadline 24th of each month

Proudly supported by

Patea Rugby& Sports Club 150 Jubileeth

Thank you to our partners :

Kings Birthday weekend
Saturday 30 & Sunday 31 May 2026

Saturday, 30 May
9.00am
11 .00am
12.00pm
1 .30pm
5.00pm
5.30pm

Sunday, 31 May
1 1 .00am
12 .30pm

Junior Rugby, Patea Rugby Domain
Welcome lunch, Patea Rugby Clubrooms
Senior Women’s game, Patea Domain
Senior Men’s game, Patea Domain
Clubrooms close
Jubi lee Dinner, Patea Area School Hal l

C lubrooms open to remin ise the photos
Inv i tat ional XV old t imers game, fo l lowed by aftermatch
in the Clubrooms

$5.92 million Pātea Water 
Treatment Plant Upgrade 

Underway
Work is now underway on a major upgrade of the Pātea Water Treatment 

Plant, following the award of a $5.92 million construction contract to improve 
the town’s drinking water quality and treatment capacity.

Pre-construction activities have begun on site, with contractors currently 
working on bulk excavation for the main building, before foundations, 
drainage and pipe installation begin. The project remains on track for 
completion by the end of 2026.

The site was formally blessed on Friday 27 March, marking an important 
milestone for the project and the Pātea community.

The upgrade is required to ensure the treatment plant meets the 
current Drinking Water Standards and Water Quality Assurance Rules 
set by Taumata Arowai – New Zealand’s Water Services Authority. After a 
successful pilot trial earlier this year, Council opted for a modern biological 
fi ltration system because it reduces naturally occurring ammonia in the 
groundwater source and helps deliver consistently high-quality drinking 
water.

The project includes the installation of several new treatment components, 
including biologically activated carbon fi lters, copper and carbon dioxide 
dosing systems, ultraviolet (UV) disinfection, chlorine gas disinfection and 
storage, and improved fi lter cleaning and monitoring systems. Together, 
these upgrades will reduce ammonia in the source water, making it easier to 
maintain eff ective chlorine levels right across the water network and helping 
ensure the supply meets drinking water requirements. In December 2025 the 
Council approved a revised project budget of up to $5.92 million, including 
an additional $2.64 million, to allow the project to move into the construction 
phase without delay.

Mayor Phil Nixon says the upgrade is a critical investment in the future of 
Pātea.

“This project is about making sure our community continues to have 
access to safe, high-quality drinking water,” says Mayor Nixon.

“By investing now, we’re meeting today’s drinking water standards while 
building a more reliable and resilient water supply for the future.”

The Pātea Water Treatment Plant upgrade is a key part of Council’s 
ongoing programme to improve water infrastructure across the district and 
ensure compliance with national drinking water requirements.



May 2026 - 31

Waverley- Waitotara Sheep Dog Trial Club
The Waverley-Waitotara Sheep Dog Trial Club 

held its 110th annual trial at 270 Kohi Road, 
Waverley on Friday 27th & Saturday 28th February 
2026.  There were 64 dog trialists with 145 dogs 
competing and 272 runs over the four courses.  
Entries were down a little bit as it was a busy 
weekend with our trials clashing with Raetihi Collie 
Club and Mangamahu Dog Trial Club on as well.  

Our Club gives many thanks to property owners 
Leith and Margaret Harrop for the Zig Zag Course 
and new property owners Willie and Simone Symes 
for the remaining courses. Thanks also to Willie and 
Simone Symes who supplied the sheep for the three 
days, which were trucked in by Summit Haulage, 
Hawera.

A big thanks also goes to Can-Am Marine 
Services, for providing a can-am and quad bike for 
the weekend.  It was invaluable for getting lunches 
and smokos out to liberators and judges and moving 
the sheep to the courses.  

We thank the ladies in the kitchen for their superb 
catering.  Also, thanks to Silver Fern Farms and 
ANZCO for donating and supplying the meat. 
ANZCO supplied the yummiest meat patties.

Dog Trials are so dependent on the many 
volunteer workers, often not even competing trialists, 
who pitch in and give their time unstintingly to set up 
courses, work sheep, liberate sheep and organise 
sponsors.  The land and sheep owners are at the 
top of the list allowing people, dogs, bikes, and all 
manner of things on their properties for three or four 
days a year.  Our sport can never acknowledge them 
enough.

RESULTS
Event One Long Head (66 runs) Judge: Donovan 
Morris (King Country)
Open:
1st Steve Murphy (Whangamomona) Edge 97, 
2nd Fiona Shaw (Te Kuiti) Flirt 96, 
3rd Graeme Northcott (Urenui) Lace 95.5, 
4th Lloyd Duff y (Hawera) Fly 95, 5th Peter London 
(Whanganui) Rush 94.5.  
Intermediate: 
1st Bryce Jensen (Taranaki) Webb 94, 
2nd Peter London (Whanganui) Oppy 93.75, 
3rd Bernie Gower (Taranaki) Spike 93.25  
Maiden:
1st Fergus Pritchard (Wanganui) SI 93, 
2nd Harry Symes (Waverley) Bell 90
3rd Daniel Smith (Taranaki) Hanzo 87

Event Two Shorthead and Yard (69 runs) Judge: 
Steve Kerkhoff  (King Country)
Open:
1st Loyd Bishop (Taranaki) Ridge 97, 
2nd Dan Murphy (Taranaki) Nippy 96.5  
3rd Bernie Gower (Taranaki) Jack 94, 
4th Lloyd Duff y (Taranaki) Fly 90, 
5th Derek Lowery (Taihape) Gem 88
Intermediate: 1st Derek Lowery (Taihape) Gem 88, 
Brenda O’Leary (Whanganui) Hazel 84,
3rd Murray Elliot (Whanganui) Lee 80
Maiden: 1st Brenda O’Leary (Whanganui) Hazel 84, 
2nd Kieran McKenzie (Hunterville) Bee 64, 
3rd Wayne Falkner (Whanganui) Tess 63.5

Event Three Zig Zag Huntaway (67 runs) Judge: 
Brad Bielski (Taranaki)
Open:
1st Hunter Davis (Hunterville) Pound 97, 
2nd Derek Lowery (Taihape) Neon 96.75
3rd Paul Martin (Taranaki) Clout 96.5, 
4th Wayne Falkner (Whanganui) Day 96,
5th Gus Spence (Whanganui) Cuz 95
Intermediate:
1st Derek Lowery (Taihape) Neon 96.75, 
2nd Wayne Falkner (Whanganui) Day 96,

3rd Oliver Dennison (Raetihi) Stacey 94.5.
Maiden:
1st Derek Lowery (Taihape) Neon 96.75,
2nd Oliver Dennison (Raetihi) Stacey 94.5
3rd Jack Kinder (Whanganui) Storm 94.

Event Four Straight Huntaway (70 runs) 
Judge: Sam Bishop (Taranaki)
Open:
1st Brad Bielski (Taranaki) Squire 96.5, 
2nd Harry Symes (Waverley) Juno 96.25
3rd Stu Stalker (Taihape)Echo 96, 
4th Jonathon Smailes (Taranaki) Jagger 95.5
5th Brendon Bishop (Taranaki) Boogie 95
Intermediate:
1st Brad Bielski (Stratford) Squire 96.5, 
2nd Brendon Bishop (Taranaki) Boogie 95, 
3rd Bryce Jensen (Taranaki) Flo 94.5
Maiden:
1st Oliver Dennison (Raetihi) Stacey 94.25, 
2nd Jack Kiner (Whanganui) Storm 94, 
3rd Harry Symes (Waverley) Dave 93

Local Prizes
HEADING EVENTS 
EVENT I LONG HEAD: 
WANGANUI FARM SUPPLIES TROPHY for local 
Maiden Competitor with maiden dog Harry Symes 
and Belle 90 
J L ELMSLIE STICK for Competitor scoring most 
points: Harry Symes and Belle 90 
EVENT II SHORT HEAD & YARD: WANGANUI 
FARM SUPPLIES TROPHY for Local Competitor 
and dog scoring highest points and, RH & T 
HUGHES Cup & Trophy for Local Competitor, and 
maiden dog and, CLUB CHALLENGE SALVER for 
Highest points Local maiden competitor and maiden 
dog: Harry Symes and Belle 62.5 
EVENT II B SHORT HEAD & YARD: WANGANUI 
AERO WORKS ROSE BOWL, Highest scoring most 
points Harry Symes and Belle 60.5 
ELIZA’S PHARMACY TROPHY, Novice scoring most 
points in Event 2B: No novices 
AGGREGATES FOR EVENTS I & II: RON AIKEN 
CHALLENGE CUP, Maiden dog scoring most points 
Events I & II: Harry Symes and Belle 152.5 
WANGANUI FARM SUPPLIES TROPHY for 
Intermediate/maiden competitor with intermediate/
maiden dog in Events I & II: Harry Symes and Belle 
152.5 
HUNTAWAY EVENTS EVENT III ZIG ZAG 
HUNTAWAY: 
JASON CASKEY BUILDER TROPHY, maiden 
competitor with maiden dog: Willie Symes and Beer 
92 
EVENT IV STRAIGHT HUNTAWAY: W JENSEN 
SILVER MUG, Competitor and dog scoring highest 
points: Harry Symes and Juno 96.25 
AGGREGATES EVENTS 3 & 4: J MEDLICOTT 
CHALLENGE CUP, Maiden dog scoring most points 
in Events III & IV: H Symes and Dave 185 
ELIZA’S PHARMACY Trophy, for Novice scoring 
most points in III & IV: Ian Honeyfi eld and Bell 173 
MIKE McGEE MEMORIAL CUP, for Competitor with 
most points in III & IV: Harry Symes and Dave 185 
WANGANUI FARM SUPPLIES trophy, for 
Intermediate/maiden competitor with intermediate/
maiden dog gaining highest points III & IV: Harry 
Symes and Dave 185 
SPECIAL TROPHIES: 
TC SIMSON MEMORIAL TRAY, for highest 
aggregate with one heading dog and one huntaway 
dog: Harry Symes and Belle 152.5 + Dave 185 = 
337.5 
SIMSON FAMILY CUP, Highest aggregate for 
Maiden Heading Dog: Harry Symes and Belle 152.5 
DS & CS SMITH CUP for Competitor with highest 
run in any one run – any status: Harry Symes and 

Juno 96.25 
J L ELMSLIE CHALLENGE SHIELD, Highest points 
for maiden committee member in any one run: Willie 
Symes and Beer 92 
LINWOOD CHALLENGE CUP, Competitor scoring 
most points in trials (max 3 dogs to count): Harry 
Symes and Belle 152.5 + Dave 185 + Juno 149.25 = 
486.75 
TONY HEWTON trophy, for Competitor who has not 
won a prize – highest points any one run: Wayne 
Rowe and Heinz 90 
ARROWTOWN STONEWORK, Jade Whistle for 
highest pointed man – one run: Harry Symes and 
Juno 96.25 
ARROWTOWN STONEWORK, Jade Pendant for 
highest aggregate women competitor: Fiona Shaw 
(Te Kuiti) and Sky 153 
PURINA/TUX/NZSDTA Certifi cate of Achievement 
for Top Local Maiden competitor 2026 and voucher: 
Willie Symes and Beer 92 
ALEX ROSS TROPHY donated by Estate Jim Ross, 
for Taranaki Dog Trial Club Team with highest points: 
Waverley-Waitotara SDTC TEAM Willie Symes, Ian 
Honeyfi eld and Matt Honeyfi eld 
PATRON TERRY BOURKE $100 Lucky entry draw: 
Dawson Sisson – Entry Number 114560 

Waverley-Waitotara Sheep Dog Trial Club would 
like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the 
signifi cant and ongoing support of:

PUB CHARITY LIMITED
ANZCO            
Action Suzuki Hawera
All Things Automotive 
Hawera 
PJ & DL Amon 
Contracting 
ASB 
Terry Bourke  
Jason Caskey Builders 
Clarendon Hotel 
Corsons Seeds 
Elco Direct Wool 
Merchants 
Eliza’s Pharmacy 
Farmers Mutual Group 
Tony Hewton 
Howpine Trust 
Colin Hughes Family 
Longview – David 
Pearce & BJ Schrader
Marine Services, 
Wanganui 
Moore Markhams 
Accountants
Ngmatapouri Land 
Company Limited  
Home Kill & Wild Game 
Processing, 
Waitotara
PGG Wrightsons 
WanganuI 
Alison Ross & Est. WJ 
Ross
Rimunui Station – Scott 
and Julayne Thompson 

Shadow Downs Polled 
Hereford Stud - Ian, 
Nancye, Daniel & Rae 
Smith
Silver Fern Farms 
Denis & Colleen Smith 
Sorensen Transport 
Summit Electrical – Todd 
Cowan  
Super Liquor Hawera 
Harold Symes 
Taiapa Farms Lid – 
Jaycee & Shayden
TOI FOUNDATION 
Waimai Romney
Wanganui Farm 
Supplies   
Wanganui Insurance 
Brokers 
Wanganui Veterinary 
Club 
Waverley Motors 
Limited 
Waverley Harvesting 
Tony Wilson Livestock  

More information and 
photos can be found in 
our Facebook page:
Waverley-Waitotara 
Sheep Dog Trial Club 
or New Zealand Sheep 
Dog Trial Association 
website.
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Patea Rugby& Sports Club 150 Jubileeth

Kings Birthday weekend
Saturday 30 & Sunday 31 May 2026

You can also register at the Patea Library

PateaRugby150@gmai l .com

REGISTER NOW!

Patea Golf Club News March/April 2026
Challenge Ladder

The fi rst challenge ladder for 2026 is fi ll. Players 
now have to improve their scores to keep a position 
in the top ten to make the playoff .
Flying Nine

1st Mike Taikato 191 2nd Clayton Hori 176 and 3rd 
Ray Finlay 171
On Good Friday 3rd April

A Mini tournament was played on stableford. First 
was Barbara Hill scoring 40 points.2nd was Shane 
Rore with 36 points. 3rd was Clayton Hori with 35 
points and 4th Ata Nui with 35 points. No twos were 
scored so a draw was done and Ata Clayton and 
Barbara were the lucky players.
On Easter Sunday 5th April

Another Mini tournament was played on stableford. 
First was Ray Finlay scoring 38 points. 2nd was 
Roger Edgecombe scoring 37 points and third Mike 
Taikato scoring 32 points. No twos were scored so 
once again a draw was done and the lucky winners 
were Ross Whanau and Win Finlay
On Saturday 11th April

A drawn partners stableford competition was 
played

1st were Kath Honeyfi eld and Jeff  Bright with 75 
points. 2nd were Phil Cassiday and Bill Tahiwi with 
72 points and 3rd were Ata Nui and Ev Gibbs with 66 
points. Bill Tahiwi scored the only two but the jackpot 
was not struck
Four Way Interclub weekend May 30th and May 
31st

Patea host the 4 way interclub this weekend. If you 
want to participate this weekend, please put your 
names on the sheet provided in the clubhouse and 
pay entry fee by due date.
Greens Renovations

The greens renovations were done were done on 
Thursday 16th April.
Upcoming events
Saturday 2nd May SHE Cup 18 holes 
foursomes on stableford. Plate please
Saturday 9th May Darts singles competition
Saturday 16th May Patea Cup qualifying   
   round
Saturday 23rd May Men V Ladies. Annual   
   Dinner Pot luck tea
Sunday 24th May Interclub versus Tawhero  
   at Patea 10am. 
   Plate please
Saturday 30th May 4 Way Interclub at Patea
Sunday 31st May  4 way Interclub at Patea

Patea Golf Club
Club Matchplay Championship Finals

Finals day was played on Saturday 28th March 
and good weather conditions prevailed.

The senior men’s fi nalists were Aarun Hughes and 
Clayton Hori and this was a very even battle all day. 
Both players played par golf on the fi rst nine and the 
match was all square. After 18 holes Clayton had a 
2up lead scoring a par round of 73 and Aarun scored 
74. After 27 holes Clayton’s lead was only one up 
but over the next three holes, he extended his lead 
to 3up but once again Aarun fought back and after 

34 holes the match was all square. The next two 
holes were halved with pars so extra holes were 
required to fi nd a winner. Both players missed the 
green with their tee shots on the 37th hole and both 
chipped onto the green with their pitch shots. Aarun 
putted fi rst but missed his par and then Clayton 
sunk his 12-foot putt for par to win his fi rst senior 
matchplay championship. Well, done Clayton and 
good golf from both players.

The Intermediate fi nalists were Cyril Faiers and 
Jamie-Close Adams. After 9 holes Cyril with very 
good chipping and putting was only 2 over par and 
had a four-up lead. For the last nine holes Cyril 
continued with deadly chipping and putting and 
scored a four over par round of 77. Jamie was 
scoring close to his handicap but after 18 holes but 
was 8 down at the lunch break. After lunch play 
remained very even but Jamie was not able to pull 
back Cyril’s big lead and Cyril won the Intermediate 
title with a 9/8 victory.

The Junior fi nalists were Troy Kunaiti and Anthony 
Rudolph. Anthony played steady golf the fi rst 9 holes 
but Troy was unable to settle into his golf rhythm and 
Anthony was 4 up after 9 holes. Anthony dominated 
the next nine holes and at the lunch break had a 
commanding 11up lead. Play continued for seven 
holes after lunch with Anthony winning 2 more holes 
and went on to win his fi rst junior matchplay title the 
margin being 13/11.

The limit men’s fi nalists were Jeff  Bright and Dan 
Nesbit. Jeff  scored a 2 on the 7th hole and after 9 
holes he had a four-up lead. Over the next few holes 
the game was very even but Jeff  won the 14th hole 
to win the limit title the margin being 5/4.

The bronze 2 fi nalists 
were Kathy Faiers 
and Win Finlay and 
this match was over 
18 holes. Win made 
a good start and after 
9 holes was 3 up but 
then Kathy started to 
fi nd better form and 
she won holes 17 and 
18 to square the match 
and force an extra hole. 
Both players missed 
the green with there tee 
shots and both pitched 
on with there second 
shots. Win putted fi rst 
and missed her par and 
then Kathy sunk her 
12 foot putt for par to 
win the ladies bronze 
two championship in a 
closely fought fi nal.

Thank you to all 
players who participated 
in the matchplay 
championships and 
congratulations to all the 
winners. 

  

PPllaannttss  FFoorr  SSaallee  
Call in to have a look, small or large 
quantities, all at wholesale prices 

 

 
 Pohutukawa 
 Pittosporum -  
 Lemonwood 
 Karo 
 Cookianum &  
 Tennex Flaxes 
 Cabbage Trees 
 Banksia 
 Specialising in  
 Riparian Plants 
 
 
45 Fookes Street     
Waverley 
021 110 9645 / 06 346 5488 

NO EFTPOS  
AVAILABLE 

News, events, public notices
Simply email 

patea.waverleypress@outlook.com

Deadline for all material
24th of each month


