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Vandalism of monitoring stations 
putting lives at risk, says TRC

Repeat vandalism and theft from weather and flood monitoring stations could 
be putting the public’s lives at risk, Taranaki Regional Council has warned.  

The warning has been made after the monitoring site on the Waiwhakaiho 
River near Mitre 10 Mega at The Valley in New Plymouth was vandalised, the 
second time the site has been hit over the last three months and the third time 
since its installation in 2020.  

The lower Waiwhakaiho River gauge has now been repaired and police are 
investigating the incident which occurred on 11 January at 1.20am.   

Craig Pickford, the Council’s Environmental Data Team Leader, says the theft 
and destruction of monitoring equipment could seriously impact the timeliness 
of alerts to the public about rising river levels when the region experiences 
significant weather events. 

“The Waiwhakaiho River is a particularly dynamic waterway and can change 
very quickly after heavy rainfall so we need to be able to rely on real-time data 
if the river is rising and could pose a threat to those living and working nearby,” 
says Mr Pickford. 

“We saw last July just how fast it can change. We had to undertake repairs 
after a berm near Mitre 10 was washed away 
as the nearby gauge recorded 535m³/sec river 
flow.  

“That monitoring station is now being 
repeatedly targeted by thieves, with the most 
recent incident involving the door being ripped 
off and loss of equipment.  

“Our message to those committing these 
senseless acts is to stop and think about 
their actions, as these stations provide the 
crucial information we need to keep the public 
informed about when to get to safety in the 
event of a flood.” 

TRC works with Civil Defence Emergency 
Management Taranaki to alert the public about 
potential flooding when the region experiences 
heavy rainfall which our rivers to rapidly rise. 

While these events are rare, TRC maintains 
a number of flood defence schemes and 
critical monitoring stations – including on the 
Waiwhakaiho and Waitara rivers – to protect 
homes and businesses in at-risk locations 
which have historically been prone to flooding. 

“While we accept some monitoring stations 
are damaged by severe weather events, 
it’s hard to understand why anyone would 
intentionally put people’s lives at risk,” Mr 
Pickford added. 

Other monitoring stations have also been 
the target for vandalism and theft including the 
Waiwhakaiho at Rimu Street and the Mangati 
at SH3 stations.  

These sites are part of a region-wide 
monitoring network managed by the TRC 
which provides real-time environmental data 
including rainfall, river levels, wind speed, air 
temperature, water quality and river flow. For 
more information, see https://www.trc.govt.nz/
environment/maps-and-data/regional-overview
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Pātea Community Board Meeting
Notes from the meeting on Wednesday 28 
January 2026 at 4pm, provided by the Board 
Members. The fi rst meeting for 2026 was held 
at the Kakaramea Hall. Present were: Pātea 
Community Board members: Jacq, Cheryl, 
Bronwyn & Charlotte, Brian Rook (Councillor), 
Phil Nixon (Mayor), Sara Dymond (Governance 
Offi  cer), Kaya Acero (Governance Offi  cer), Rob 
Haveswood (Community Development Manager), 
and several members of the public. The meeting 
opened with a karakia. 
Open Forum: Frankie Stevens and Chris How 
spoke about the Waverley Summer Jam which is 
on Saturday 14 February at the Waverley Domain 
3-8pm. Their committee has been busy organising 
this popular musical event for the 5th year. They 
need a bit more money to ensure the event runs 
smoothly. An extra attraction this year is allowing a 
limited number of camper vans to stay at the Domain 
overnight.

-Wendy Derrett asked if the Council could do 
something about the woolly nightshade that is 
spreading rapidly at the old Patea Hospital grounds. 
It is appearing in neighbouring properties, including 
her own garden. Rob will investigate if there is 
something the Council can do, it may be that TRC 
can off er assistance as it is a noxious weed.

-Marie Dwyer gave an update on the Kakaramea 
Hall. The new storage room is now complete, the 
fl oor has just been sanded and sealed, and the 
room can soon be used. Talented musician Graeme 
James is preforming at the Hall on Saturday 21 
February, at 7.30pm. The Kakaramea School 
150th Jubilee is on at Easter this year, the jubilee 
committee have been hard at work organising it for 
the last 2 years. Wifi  has been installed at the Hall 
by Michael Clarkson. The community is very grateful 
that Michael has done this free of charge. Roadsafe 
Taranaki had a coff ee cart at the Hall on Wellington 
Anniversary weekend, to give people the opportunity 
to stop for a coff ee and a toilet stop. 

-Hima Patel from Patea Kindy spoke to us about 
what’s going on at Kindy at the moment. They have 
40 kids on the roll and 3 qualifi ed teachers as well 
as teachers aids. They have recently had a new 
storage shed built by local man Clint, the sandpit has 
a new cover, new bark under the playground and a 
new large front window with sliding windows on their 
building. The interior has been completely renovated 
in recent years and new lino has just been laid over 
the holidays. Our Kindy is now 58 years old and is a 
happy, busy place for our young people to play and 
learn.

-It was asked if STDC has checked campgrounds 
near hills etc since the tragedy in Mt Maunganui? 
And the answer was yes, especially Opunake and 
Koupokanui, and none show damage or risk from 
the rain.

-Laurie Mildenhall sent a message to thank the 
Council for the new concrete footpath on Albany 
Street. Patea.

-Ngapari Nui has applied for funding on behalf 
of Ngati Ruanui for fi tness equipment at the Patea 
Domain for young teens and older. There are rugby, 
league, netball players that will benefi t from this 
equipment. The playground in the Domain has good 
equipment for young children, but not for those 
wanting to improve their fi tness. 
Matters arising from Minutes of last meeting 
Monday 17 November 2025 at The Hunter Shaw: 

-Mayor Phil visited Waitotara with some STDC 
staff  and member of FENZ to investigate water 
storage options for fi re fi ghting. They discovered the 
22,000 lt water tank on the hill above the Waster 
Transfer Station is still there and can be repaired 
and used to store water. It was fed from a spring 
behind it, the connection to this is broken, but can 
be repaired. The tank was funded and installed by 
the community in 1992. FENZ advised a second 
22,000 lt tank would ensure that enough water can 
be sourced for a major fi re, so this is something we 
need to work on. Waverley Fire Brigade have put 

a request out to the community to see if someone 
can donate a tank. Mayor Phil advised that a bright 
orange Ball Float be installed on each tank so the 
level of water can be easily checked each day by the 
staff  member at the Transfer Station. Excess water 
from the tanks will over fl ow into the spring fl ow 
below. 

-Charlotte asked about drains overfl owing on the 
main road in Waverley, the main highway is an NZTA 
road, STDC only look after the side roads. Mayor 
Phil pointed out that the amount of rain, 30mm in an 
hour, was unusual and it did drain away eventually. 

-Charlotte asked about the Waverley Boat ramp/
Beach access rebuilding progress. Rob said they 
have discovered some issues which are currently 
being discussed with locals connected to the project.

-Charlotte asked if there was a template of 
guidelines to help new businesses when setting 
up. We have had several new businesses lately 
that have struggled with communication between 
Council. The Rabbit Hutch Store, south of Waverley 
is doing very well but have encountered issues along 
the way that have been diffi  cult to navigate.

-Jacq asked about the septic tank rebuild for the 
toilets at Mana Bay, Rob said it will be happening 
within the next few months.

-7 Pohutakawa to be replanted closer to the river 
at York St by Waka Ama area, Rob said this will be 
happening soon. They will provide shade for Waka 
Ama kids using the river in the years to come.
Discretionary Funding Applications. $12,793.92 
left in fund. 1 application this month from the 
Waverley Summer Jam requested $2,525.00, the 
whole event budget is $34,934.00. We funded them 
the full amount requested.
Items for Action: *Civil Defence Community 
Response Plans, we asked if the Patea Old Folks 
Hall can be reinstated as the offi  cial Civil Defence 
point for Patea as the rules have now changed 
for quality of building compliance required, Rob 
pointed out this has not passed as law yet.  Also, 
the emergency response container the Council has 
secured is to be placed at the Whenuakura Marae 
sometime this year. 
District LibraryPlus Report, Pātea Library hosts 
various activity groups, including Te Mahana 
residents each week. Waverley Library Staff  had a 
stall at the Waverley A&P show back in November. 
Patea Library staff  visit the Patea Kindergarten 
fortnightly and Kakaramea school coding club visit 
the Patea Library fortnightly, with the Library staff  
visiting the school every other week. Summer Blast 
reading program has been well supported at Pātea 
and Waverley Library by young readers, and both 
Libraries have been well decorated, as usual, by the 
Librarians.
Environmental Services Report, Roaming and 
barking dog incidents remain high.

-Waste minimisation workshop held at St Georges 
Patea Community Garden on 15 November was well 
supported.

-STDC Environmental team has produced 
and printed a book called ‘Urban Food Growing 
Resource’, this is available at STDC reception and 
Libraries.

- The reforestation team joined the Waverley Town 
Revitalisation team with planting native trees along 
the Waverley town belt. The trees planted in the 
paddocks on the left on the way to the Patea Beach 
are doing well.
Quarterly Economic Development Report, South 
Taranaki Business Park by the Hawera Racecourse 
has been completed, the 3 roads surround this are: 
Kerry, Fitzgerald and Houston. Speed limit out past 
this area will be lowered to 60km.

-In October Venture Taranaki hosted a defence 
capability event that bought together over 60 local 
manufacturer, engineers and technology providers 
to explore opportunities arising from NZs $12 
billion Defence Capabilities plan. The session 
featured expert speakers, who shared guidance on 
aligning regional expertise with national defence 

procurement. The event highlighted how Taranaki’s 
strengths in manufacturing, precision engineering, 
marine services and logistics positioned it as a 
potential sovereign defence hub.

-The fi rst Taranaki Tourism Summit took place 
on 2 December in partnership with the Taranaki 
Māori Business Network. The event attracted 150 
attendees including operators, iwi and regional 
leaders to explore the potential of tourism.
Facility Usage Reports, Patea Pools are the most 
well used in the district. There has been a good 
number of people applying for Life Saving jobs at 
the pools this year.  Cemeteries were well presented 
this Christmas, lawns well mowed. The Patea River 
Walkway hasn’t been mowed for months though. 
Antenno report submitted about this.

Full minutes of this and all Council meetings can 
be found on the South Taranaki District Council 
Website, under the heading ‘Our Council’ then go to 
‘Mayor & Elected members’ then ‘Community Board 
- Pātea’. Or view them at Pātea or Waverley Library 
Plus.
Your Community Board Members are: Jacq Dwyer 
(Chair) Cheryl Rook (Deputy Chair), 
Bronwyn Wattrus, Charlotte Lawrence, 
Brian Rook (Pātea Councillor).

Meeting Dates for 2026:
Wednesday 11 March, 4pm at Waitōtara Hall, 
Kaipo Street, Waitōtara
Wednesday 29 April, 4pm at Aotea Utanganui 
Museum, Pātea
Wednesday 10 June, 4pm at Waverley Golf Club
Wednesday 5 August, 4pm at Whenuakura Marae
Wednesday 16 September, 4pm at Hunter Shaw, 
Pātea
Wednesday 28 October, 4pm at Waverley 
Community Centre

Hay Feeders  For Sale
$180 each
Waverley

Phone   027 361 8153



Round baling
Hay & Silage

Conventional baling Hay & Silage
Ground Cultivation

Ploughing, Power Harrowing, Discing,
Levelling, Subsoil rippers, Soil Aeration

Seeding
Direct Drill & Roller Drill

Tractor & Trailer Cartage

Simon Fowlie - 027 914 1788
Bruce Fowlie - 027 488 6800

Find us on Facebook - Kak Contracting

Other services are available -
contact Simon for further information

We offer competitive pricing 
with a quality job

Kakaramea School & District 
150 year Jubilee

It will be 150 years since Kakaramea School fi rst opened its doors at 
Easter weekend 2026. We will be celebrating this amazing milestone 
on 3,4,5 April at the School and over the road at the Kakaramea Hall, 
welcoming all past and present students, staff , and people who have 

lived in Kakaramea over the years to attend our Jubilee.
Express your interest by emailing michelle@dwyer.co.nz                        

or click on the QR Code below so we can collect contact details             
of anyone who is planning or considering coming to the event. 

This is so we can communicate updates on the Jubilee directly to you.
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Kakaramea School 150th year Jubilee

The Jubilee committee hard at work planning the 
celebrations. Kakaramea School Principal Shannon 

O’Brien on far right.

The Jubilee committee has been busy organising 
a weekend of activities to celebrate the signifi cant 
milestone of 150 years of schooling at Kakaramea 
School over Easter weekend 2026. Registrations are 
being processed now, and will be closing off  10 days 
before Easter. A link to the Registration form can be 
found on the ‘Kakaramea School and District: 150 
Year Jubilee’ facebook page, or email jacq@dwyer.
co.nz or phone 0272415595 for a copy to be posted 
or emailed to you, or paper copies can be collected 
from and returned to Patea Library.

Our current school Principal Shannon O’Brien is 
looking forward to including the school children in 
the celebrations, creating memories for them and 
giving them the chance to experience how life was in 
Kakaramea all those years ago. The lives of children 
as well as teachers is very diff erent today, from 
what it was then. From blackboards to smartboards, 
horses to cars, and buttoned-up black boots to 
colourful crocs.

Expectations of teachers in the early days of 
schools in New Zealand was so diff erent from what 
is expected now.  There was much less paperwork 
and compliance, and much more structured lessons 
and strapping. Women teachers were more often 
than not, teaching the infant classes, and if they 
married, they automatically left teaching. The 
following rules were set for female teachers in the 
early 1900’s, it is focused more on teachers in cities, 
with mention of ice cream stores, but still show the 
restrictions placed upon them all.

Rules of Conduct for Women Teachers 1915:
1. You will not marry during the terms of your 
contract.
2. You are not to keep company with men.
3. You must be home between the hours of 8pm and 
6am unless attending a school function.
4. You may not leave the city limits without the 
permission of the Chairman of the Board.
5. You may not loiter downtown in ice-cream stores.
6. You may not ride in a carriage or automobile with 
any man unless he is your father or brother.
7. You may not smoke cigarettes.
8. You may not dress in bright colours.
9. You may not under any circumstances dye your 
hair.
10. You must wear at least two petticoats
11. Your dresses must not be any shorter than two 

inches above the ankle.
12. To keep the schoolroom neat and clean, you 
must: sweep the fl oor at least once daily; scrub the 
fl oor at least once a week with hot, soapy water; 
clean the blackboards at least once a day; and start 
the fi re at 7am so the room will be warm at 8am

The fi rst woman teacher ‘in-charge’ of Kakaramea 
School was Miss Elizabeth D Killner. She was 48 
years old when she took up the position of Head 
Mistress of the school in December 1923. The 
following year the new School house was built on 
the hill, although the new school was still fi ve years 
away, the old school was situated down near the 
road. There were about 70 pupils on the roll in this 
small two roomed building. Her assistant teacher 
was Miss Marion Beamish. Marion started teaching 
at the infant room at Kakaramea in 1914 and was 
to stay until 1930, when she left to start teaching at 
Patea Public School. 

The three following extracts are from the 
Kakaramea School Teachers Log Book, at the time 
Miss Killner was about to leave the school for a new 
job. There was an outbreak of Infantile Paralysis/
Polio in New Zealand, and the school was kept 
closed/and people isolated for an extra month after 
the Christmas holidays fi nished. So she never really 
got to say goodbye to the families she got to know 
so well.
18 Dec 1924: School broke up today for the summer 
vacation. An exhibition of work and the 
distribution of prizes took place in the afternoon. 
Quarterly returns were posted to the 
Secretary this afternoon.
3 Feb 1925: It was intended to resume school today, 
but owing to the prevalence of Infantile 
paralysis, opening is postponed till February 16th or 
further notice. This district is fortunately, 
so far, quite free if the epidemic.
16 Feb 1925: As school does not reopen before 

March 2nd at the earliest, I shall not be taking 
up work here again but leave the district with 
feelings of sincere regret. Though the past years 
work was a very arduous one, the good conduct and 
willingness of the pupils and the 
harmonious and cordial relations existing between 
the teachers and the School Committee 
and parents in this district made the year a pleasant 
one. It was also gratifying to fi nd that 
according to Inspectors report of December 1924, 
the three most important subjects: English, 
Arithmetic and Spelling, in which the greatest 
weakness had been shown the previous year, 
were all marked ‘Excellent’.

Kakaramea School continues to strive for 
excellence and the roll number is similar to what 
it was in the 1920’s. We are all looking forward to 
welcoming past pupils, teaching staff  and former 
residents back, to mark the signifi cant occasion of 
150 years of schooling at Kakaramea.
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Call today to book your animal in for humane 
killing and professional processing from 
paddock to freezer, Taranaki wide and 
Whanganui North including Brunswick, 

Kai iwi, Waitotara and Waverley.
027 329 0435

KKEELLSSEENN’’SS HHOOMMEE KKIILLLL  
&& PPRROOCCEESSSSIINNGG 

MPI REGISTERED HOME KILL AND RECREATIONAL CATCH SERVICE PROVIDER

Sport NZ Rural Travel Fund 
Applications Open

The Sport NZ Rural Travel Fund is designed to help subsidise travel 
for rural junior teams aged between 5-18 years, removing the barrier of 
travel cost so they can compete in regular sporting competition.

 Applications for fi nancial assistance under the Sport NZ Rural Travel 
Fund are now open.

The fund is open to sports clubs and school teams in South Taranaki 
with young people aged between 5-19 years who require assistance with 
transport expenses to regular, local sporting competitions.

Further information and application forms can be found online at www.
southtaranaki.com/funding, at Te Ramanui o Ruapūtahanga (121 High 
Street Hāwera), from your local LibraryPlus or by emailing funding@stdc.
govt.nz.

Applications close Wednesday 18 February at 5pm.
For further information please contact:
Community Funding Advisor
Phone: 0800 111 323 or 278 0555
Email: funding@stdc.govt.nz


