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Kakaramea School & District 150 year Jubilee
Its now less than a month until we celebrate 150 years since 

Kakaramea School began educating generations of children 
from our district. 

The Jubilee will be at Easter weekend – Friday 
3rd, Saturday 4th, Sunday 5th April. The cut off  for 
registrations is Friday 20th March, so we can ensure we 
have numbers for catering purposes for all events.

If you still need to register or have any questions you can 
email jacq@dwyer.co.nz or phone 0272415595, or click on 
the QR Code on this page. Printed registration forms can be 
collected from and returned to Kakaramea School, Patea 
Library+ or Hawera Isite.

The format for the 3 days will be as follows: 
• Friday 3rd - evening – Meet & Greet at the Kakaramea 

Hall from 6pm onwards. Eftpos available for the Bar.
• Saturday 4th - School open from 10am, Kakaramea 

School Kapa Haka performance at the School 10.45am 
-11am, Speeches and Offi  cial Opening of the Jubilee, 
and cutting of the Jubilee cake at 11am-11.30am, Decade 
photos at the School from 11.30am - onwards. Pre-ordered 
lunches available, and coff ee 
cart on school grounds. 
Kakaramea Hall & Bar will 
be open from 2.30pm, with 
memorabilia on display, 
Dinner in the Hall from 6pm, 
followed by live music.

• Sunday 5th - 11am Church 
service at Pariroa Pa, 12-
2pm lunch at the Pa.

Kakaramea School kids doing the Haka in the 1950’s

Local news or upcoming event?
To get in touch, simply email

patea.waverleypress@outlook.com
Deadline for the next paper is

Tuesday 24th of March
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Sandra’s spider surprise: Potential new species discovered during 
KNE mahi

Little did Sandra Sánchez know 
when she saw some small, unusual 
tunnels at a North Taranaki Key Native 
Ecosystem (KNE) that they were the 
home of a potential new species of 
spider. 

 The Taranaki Regional Council 
Biodiversity Offi  cer was monitoring 
fl ora and fauna at the Mataitawa Bush 
KNE when she spotted evidence of 
the underground structures and, after 
a closer look, saw an Idiopidae or 
trapdoor spider she was not familiar 
with. 

She took photos and, with the 
permission of the landowners, 
uploaded them to iNaturalistNZ. She 
was then contacted by Te Papa PHD 
student Shaun Thompson via the app 
as he suspected it was a new species Mataitawa Bush KNE - Trapdoor spider

Sandra Sanchez and Rob Hooper

due to that genus of spider (called cantuaria) having 
restricted distributions.  

“Finding a new species is every biologist’s dream 
so I was over the moon when Shaun got in touch 
to say it is likely a new species of trapdoor spider,” 
says Sandra. 

“I was also delighted for the landowners, Rob 
Hooper and son Mark, as they work extremely hard 
to protect these forest remnants, so this is a fi tting 
way to reward them for their mahi.  

“I know Shaun is excited too as it’s not every day 
he gets to describe a new species of spider.  He 
has suggested it should be known as the Taranaki 
trapdoor spider once it is correctly identifi ed which 
might take a couple of years.” 

The new species is believed to be closely related 
to Cantuaria wanganuiensis, and is distinctive from 
that species due to the patterning on the abdomen. 

They live underground in burrows and have a lid/
trapdoor over the entrance, where they ambush 
unfortunate insects walking too close to their home.   

The discovery means the arachnoid is the most 
northern distribution of Cantuaria so far discovered 
in New Zealand.  

Diverse and abundant in most ecosystems, 
spiders are important as they help regulate the 
population levels of insects and serve as prey 
for birds and lizards helping maintain ecological 
balance.  

“All native species in an ecosystem are important 
and interconnected, including spiders who play a 
vital role as key predators of insects,” added Sandra. 

The Council works to support landowners across 
the region through the KNE programme where 
signifi cant remnant forests, wetlands, coastal turfs 
and dunelands are legally protected and under 

management.  
Biodiversity Plans are created for KNEs which 

include funding for management actions.  Staff  
work closely with landowners to off er support and 
technical advice on how to maintain or restore 
indigenous biodiversity, including regular visits to 
survey or monitor fl ora and fauna such as the trip 
where Sandra found the new species. 

“We love working with landowners who are 
strongly committed to helping protect our 
biodiversity, so it was very pleasing to be able to 
share the discovery with the owners of Mataitawa 
Bush,” added Sandra. “It was a special day for 
everyone involved.”  



30 - March 2026

Hay Feeders  For Sale
$180 each
Waverley

Phone   027 361 8153

Turi Indoor Bowls
Good Bowling everyone, by the time you all read 

this we would have had our first roll up night 3rd 
March at Patea Area School at 7.30pm. Hey, if you 
would like to try something new or different come 
along to our next roll up night 10th March and meet 
us, don’t be shy, we are a friendly bunch.  Bring a 
friend with you as well maybe even a tween or teen 
lol.
See you then new and existing members.
Rose Cowley
Turi Indoor Bowls                                                                                                                               

Focus on containing clams as TRC scopes 
funding partners

Boating restrictions at Lake Rotomanu are 
proposed to remain while Taranaki Regional Council 
seeks partners to help fund an attempt to eradicate 
the invasive gold clam. 

At today’s Taranaki Regional Council Ordinary 
Meeting, councillors weighed up a report by 
Environment Services Manager Steve Ellis that 
outlined five options for the management of 
freshwater gold clams (Corbicula fluminea) in Lake 
Rotomanu, New Plymouth. 

They heard attempting to eradicate the clams 
may cost up to an estimated $1.3 million, with 
no guarantee of success and an ongoing risk 
of reinfestation.  That would require a rates 
increase, which councillors were not prepared to 
do. Instead they left the door open for a future 
elimination attempt by asking staff to explore funding 
partnerships with external agencies.

Councillors were concerned by the potential 
environmental and economic impacts if the clam 
spread to other waterways, particularly Lakes 
Mangamahoe, Ratapiko and Rotorangi where they 
could affect hydroelectrical generation and irrigation 
systems.  

They approved, in principle, an additional 
$250,000 for the biosecurity and Check, Clean, 
Dry programmes to identify and mitigate pathways, 
raise public awareness and reduce the risk of the 
gold clam spreading.  The money would also allow 
the Council to increase its monitoring of Taranaki 
waterways for Corbicula and other freshwater pests. 
Councillors made it clear Lake Rotomanu must 
remain closed to motorised boats, which pose the 
greatest risk of spreading the clam. 

Council chair Craig Williamson says in an ideal 
world the Council would love to eradicate the clams, 
especially as there is no evidence it has yet spread 
to other Taranaki lakes. However the reality was the 
Council could not afford to do it alone.

“There is a real opportunity for public and private 
partners to step up and work with us – we all have 
a lot to lose if the gold clam spreads unchecked in 
Taranaki.  We’ll continue having those conversations 
and keep looking for practical solutions.

“In the meantime we must boost efforts to reduce 
the risk of spread, as well as increasing surveillance 
and preparedness.  The onus is on boaties and 
other water users to take responsibility for their own 
backyards and Check, Clean, Dry every time they 
move between waterways, particularly if coming 
from the Waikato River.”

New Plymouth District Council (NPDC), which 
owns Lake Rotomanu, has kept the lake closed to 
motorised boats and jet skis since the clams were 
discovered.  Conversations are now underway 
to determine if NPDC will extend that closure or 
if Biosecurity New Zealand will impose formal 
restrictions.

Recreational users such as kayakers, swimmers, 
remote-controlled boat enthusiasts and fishers 
may continue using the lake but are required to 
thoroughly Check, Clean, Dry their gear. 

The three treatment options identified in the report 
were killing the clams with copper ($600,000), 
draining the lake then applying salt ($900,000) and 
emptying the lake and pumping in seawater ($1.3 
million).  They would all be complex operations, with 
only the copper option attempted before in New 
Zealand. 

Gold clams were discovered in the New Plymouth 
lake in November 2025, the first confirmed 
infestation outside of Waikato. Prolific breeders, 
they can clog water-based infrastructure, such as 
electricity generation plants, irrigation systems, and 
water treatment plants and compete with native 
species for food and space. 

South Taranaki Encouraged to Become 
Leftover Legends and 

Win Free Groceries for a Year!
As International Food Waste Action Week 

approaches (9–15 March), South Taranaki District 
Council is encouraging residents to take part in a 
nationwide challenge aimed at cutting household 
food waste simply by doing one thing: eating their 
leftovers.

 The Leftover Legends Challenge, run by Love 
Food Hate Waste NZ, asks New Zealanders to eat 
their leftovers for lunch the next day throughout 
March—collectively aiming to save 25,000 plates of 
food from landfill. Participants can log each leftover 
meal online and go in the draw to win groceries for a 
year.

 Every year, Kiwi households send more than 
12,000 tonnes of edible leftovers to landfill. 
While most people believe they already “eat their 
leftovers”, not doing so remains one of the biggest 
reasons food is wasted at home.

South Taranaki District Council’s Environment 
and Sustainability Manager, Cindy Koen, says the 
challenge is a simple and fun way for locals to make 
a real difference.

 “Here in South Taranaki, we’re proud of our 
practical, resourceful communities. Eating your 
leftovers is one of the easiest actions you can take 
- it's good for the planet and good for your wallet. If 
every household in our district took this challenge 
on, the impact would be huge, even small actions 
add up.” 

“Today's leftovers are tomorrow’s free lunch. 
If everyone planned to eat what they’ve already 
cooked, we could save thousands of tonnes of food 
and significantly reduce our climate footprint, while 

saving some money,” says Cindy. 
Food waste currently costs New Zealanders $3 

billion each year and contributes to both landfill 
volumes and methane emissions.

 South Taranaki residents keen to take part can 
visit lovefoodhatewaste.co.nz/leftoverlegends 
between 1 - 31 March 2026 to log their meals and 
help New Zealand become a nation of Leftover 
Legends.

 
How it Works
1. Join the challenge – Head to 
lovefoodhatewastenz website and record 
what you are saving 
2. Eat your leftovers – Breakfast, lunch, or 
dinner. Every plate saved counts.
3. Climb the leaderboard – Every saved meal 
is an entry to win groceries for a year.

Creative Communities 
Funding Opening 

Soon
Do you have a community arts project that needs 

some funding support? The next application round 
for Creative Communities funding opens on Friday 
13 February 2026 and closes at 5pm on Friday 13 
March 2026.

 The South Taranaki Creative Communities 
Scheme provides funding assistance for community 
based arts activities in South Taranaki that take 
place between 14 March 2026 – 14 March 2027 and 
meet one or more of the following funding criteria:

• Broad community involvement - A project that 
will create opportunities for local communities to 
engage with and participate in arts activities.

• Diversity - A project that will support the 
diverse arts and cultural traditions of local 
communities, enriching and promoting their 
uniqueness and cultural diversity.

• Young people - A project that will enable and 
encourage young people (under 18 years) to 
engage with and actively participate in the arts.

 Application forms are now available on 
the South Taranaki District Council website                         
www.southtaranaki.com or at your local LibraryPlus. 
For further information, email funding@stdc.govt.nz 
or phone (06) 278 0555 or 0800 111 323.
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Patea Golf Club News January/February 2026

Challenge Ladder
The first challenge ladder for 2026 has started so 

keep those scores coming in to get on the ladder for 
the first shootout
Junior Golf

Junior coaching restarted Thursday 8th January 
2026. Numbers participating went slightly down to 
school holidays but we pressed on to get the good 
weather. Please assemble at 3.30pm so coaching 
can start on time. Ivan Howe is be the professional 
golfer taking the lessons and Chris Hill from Taranaki 
Golf has also been assisting.
Flying Nine

Will be played on Thursday nights from 4.30pm. 
Visitors and non-golfers are welcome
Business House Golf

Business house golf is being played on 
Wednesday nights and 5 nights have now been 
played. The teams leading the aggregate are 
Vetfarm ,ABC, Milkoad, and Below Average
Garnett Family Trophy

This was a foursome’s event played over 18 holes 
on the 11th Jan A small field participated and first 
were Cyril and Kathy Faiers with a nett 70.5. Second 
were Ray Finlay and Barbara Hill nett 75.5 and third 
was Jeff Bright and Gerald Rutten with a nett 77.5
Club Opening Day

A Mixed and men’s Canadian foursomes was 
played on 31st Jan

The mixed division was won by Kathy and Cyril 
Faiers with a nett 63. Second were Ray and Win 
Finlay nett 63.5 and third were Steve and Kath 
Honeyfield nett 65

The men’s division was won by Jeff Bright and Phil 
Cassidy with a nett 67.5 and second were Clayton 
Hori and Mike Taikato nett 69.5
Interclub versus Waverley at Patea.

This event was played at Patea on Sunday 1st 
Feb and good conditions prevailed. 16players 
represented Waverley and the home team Patea 
had 23 players and some very good scores were 
recorded. Simone Symes scored 42 points followed 
by Shirley Hooper with 40 points for Waverley and 
Gerald Rutten and Peter TeNgahue were leading 
Patea scores with 42 points. The aggregate cup was 
finally won by Patea with 35.59 points aggregate to 
Waverley’s 33.90 aggregate stableford.
Watt Cup

This was and 18-hole nett event played over 18 
holes on the 7th Feb.

A good field participated and Cyril Faiers with a 
nett 69 was first followed by Nick Williams with a nett 
70 and then Ray Finlay with a nett 71 and Harvey 
Gibbs with a nett 72. Ata Nui scored the only two but 
the jackpot was not struck.
Park Farm Cup

This was an 18-hole stableford event played over 
18 holes. A smaller number of players participated 
but once again the scores were good. Shem 
Te Ngahue was well in first place with 44 points 
followed by Ryan Finey Steve Honeyfield and Jamie 
Close Adams all on 38 points. Twos were scored by 
Clayton Hori 7th and 15th Shem Te Ngahue 10th 
and Jamie Close Adams on the 10th but the jackpot 
hole drawn was number one.
Oakes Memorial.

This was an 18-hole stableford event played over 
18 holes on the 14th Feb just before the stormy 
weather came through. Thanks to Lester and the 
Oakes family for supporting this club event.

Once again, some good scores were returned with 
most prizes decided on countback. The winner by 
one shot was Cyril Faiers on 42 points followed by 
Roger Edgecombe and Phil Cassidy 41 points Mike 
Rio 40 points and Kevin Cameron and Dean Prince 
39 points. Twos were scored by Clayton Cyril Roger 
and Phil but once again the jackpot remained alive.
Hole in One

After many years of playing golf Cyril Faiers finally 
scored his first hole in one. Playing on Waitangi 
Day Cyril used a recovery wood on the 125 metre 
seventh hole bouncing just short of the green and 
rolling into the hole. Congratulation’s Cyril.

Summer Cup
Ater two rounds Bill Tahiwi leads the summer cup 

with nett scores of 70 and 72. We are hoping to have 
fine weather this Sunday to play the final round.

Upcoming events
Sunday 1st March	  Gibson Cup plate please
Saturday 7th March	  Patea Cup Qualifier 
Saturday 14th March 	 Semi Finals Matchplay 
Champs
Sunday 15th March	 Wayne Railton trophy 
drawn partners plate please
Sunday 22nd March	 Patea Cup Qualifier
Saturday 28th March 	 Club Matchplay 
Championship finals

Roger Rei Memorial 
Prize List 2026

The Patea golf course was in very good condition 
for these years 25th Roger Rei Memorial golf 
tournament and the greens were also in the best 
condition they had been in for years thanks to our 
hard-working greenkeeper Ata Nui but the weather 
treated us very poorly for the early players. Strong 
winds and rain drove the entries from 120 down to 
84. Players competing after 11am had good playing 
conditions Participants travelled from New Plymouth 
Waitara to the north and Dannevirke to the east. 
Thanks to all participants who competed. Patrick 
Moore ex professional from Ngamotu won the best 
gross scoring a four under par 69.

Tournament sponsors were Obertech Group, 
Bayley’s Real Estate, River City golf, Dunlop 
Insurance, Universal Motors, White Electrical, 
Nikau & Ihoka Rei. Houghton’s plumbing heating 
& gas, Hooper Engineering, Revital Fertilizer’s, S 
Metcalfe Real Estate, Vet farm Limited, Silver Fern 
Farms Waitotara, Quality decorating ltd Wanganui, 
Fortitude functional strength & conditioning, Ben 
Thomas Panel beating, 
Faiers family, N McColl 
Construction, Summit 
Electrical & Pumps,  
Hawera Welding 
Contractors, Hunt’s Farm 
Services, Kimworkz, 
Thomson O’Neill & Co, 
South Taranaki Funeral 
Services, Mobile Patea 
,ANZ Bank, Kathy and 
Cyril Faiers Pat Williams 
and Thomas Campbell

The tournament prize 
table was valued at over 
$5000-00 and more than 
32 tournament prizes 
were presented plus two 
lucky cash draw winners.
Results were
Best Gross Total Field	
P Moore	 69	
Best Nett Ladies Total 
Field	
S Goble	 74	
Best Nett Men Total 
Field	
A Hughes	 70	
Men’s Division (1) 
First Nett	
D Faiers	 71
Men’s Division (2)	  
T Katene-Faiers     72 
Men’s Division (3)		
R Bourke	 70	
Ladies 				  
B Hill		  74	
Past Player/Non-Golfers	 
Drawn	 L Rei			 
Men’s Division (1) 
First Gross	
A Langton 	 70	

Men’s Division (2)		  M Laing		 80	
Men’s Division (3)		  S Rore		  86	
Ladies				    G Hughes	 87	
Men’s Division (1) 
First Stableford			   M McDonald	 37
Men’s Division (2)		  J Faiers		 37 
Men’s Division (3)		  J Stella		 39	
Ladies				    K Faiers	 34	
Men’s Division (1) 2nd Nett	 J Garnett	 72	
Men’s Division (2)		  C Whanau	 73	
Men’s Division (3)		  H Gibbs	 74	
Men’s Division (1) 2nd Gross	 E Jones	 71 
Men’s Division (2) 2nd Stableford
				    R Wharehoka	 36 
Men’s Division (3)		  N Williams	 35	
Men’s Division (1) 3rd Nett		   
Men’s Division (2)					   
Men’s Division (3)		  B Tahiwi	 74	
Accuracy 1st Green Sponsored by Pat Williams		
J Garnett					   
Accuracy 7th Green Sponsored by Pat Williams 		
B Hill
Accuracy 7th Green Sponsored by RiverCity Golf	
D Bruer			
Accuracy 10th Green Sponsored by Pat Williams	
A Hughes			 
Accuracy 15th Green Sponsored by Pat Williams	
P Moore				  
Longest Drives Sponsored by Obertech group 18th 
Fairway
Ladies		  0 to 16		  G Hughes		
Ladies		  17 to 40	 L Tipu			 
Men’s		  plus 6 to 15	 M Cleaver
Men’s		  16 to 36	 C Northcott		
Twos		
N Ngere	 A Langton	 P Moore	
J Garnett	 C Whanau	 D Baty	
M Te Patu	 P TeNgahue

Lucky Cash Draws
R Wharehoka	 C Faiers
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Call today to book your animal in for humane 
killing and professional processing from 
paddock to freezer, Taranaki wide and 
Whanganui North including Brunswick, 

Kai iwi, Waitotara and Waverley.
027 329 0435

KKEELLSSEENN’’SS HHOOMMEE KKIILLLL  
&& PPRROOCCEESSSSIINNGG 

MPI REGISTERED HOME KILL AND RECREATIONAL CATCH SERVICE PROVIDER

Waverley Croquet Club
It's been a fun month as alot has taken place 

at the Club. On January 31st our Club Doubles 
were contested, the winners were Chris How 
and June Lupton. Congratulations to you both, 
runners up were Jessie Wirihana and Colleen 
Hayman. A great contest.

On February 18th Inglewood Club visited our 
Club and we held our fi rst interclub Challenge 
game with Waverley Croquet Club being the 
fi rst to win the trophy which was made by Peter 
How. It will be nice to have our Club engraved 
on the trophy fi rst. It will be keenly played for 
next season at Inglewood Club. We hope to 
defend the Challenge. The day was alot of fun 
with much laughter heard across the greens.

On February 21st the Club held its annual 
R.S.A Handicap Doubles, there was much 
interest shown in this competition. The overall 
winners were 1st Trish Adams and June Lupton  
2nd Sally Newland and Jacqui Boon and 3rd 
Jacqui Davidson and Cath Roydhouse. They 
were all good games. Starting on February 
28th we will be starting the fi rst round of the 
Club Singles. As all members play each other 
this will take some time to complete.

Up coming events   
Wednesday  4th March Wanganui Club will 
be visiting us. 
Wednesday 1st April Tasman Club from New 
Plymouth will also be visiting us.
Contacts Chris How  027 618 8586 
Colleen Hayman  020 41494288 
Jacqui Davidson  021 764373 

Winners RSA Handicap Doubles winners Trish Adams and Lune Lupton middle 
2nd place on left Jacqui Boon and Sally Newland. 3rd on right Jacqui Davidson 

and Cath Roydhouse.

Winners of Club Doubles Chris 
How on the right and June 
Lupton left being presented 
the trophy by Club Captain 

Trish Adams.

Inglewood Visit to Waverley Club


