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Taranaki Rugby Representatives from Patea in the 1880’s

With the help of Matt Shaw, Taranaki RFU
Historian/Statistician, we have found eight men who
played for Taranaki from Patea were missed off the
Honours Board. Five of them are representatives
from 1885 when the first Taranaki team played a
first-class match. Whilst the TRU was not affiliated
as a Union to the NZRFU until 1889, players
who represented in the first Taranaki team of
1885 are included in the official Taranaki men's
players Register and numbering of "first-class
representatives of Taranaki". This includes players
who played for the "Taranaki Clubs" team from the
Patea club.

These men are: Harry S Banks — 1885, Alfred
Pearce - 1885-1889, George Vater Pearce — 1885,
George Harold Smith — 1885, Matthew Carey —
1885, Oswald James Hawken - 1889-91, Frank D
McGovern — 1897, Leonard James Southcombe —
1920.

The two Pearce brothers from Kakaramea were
well known for their contribution to rugby in Patea,
although they also both devoted their lives to public
service, on various committees, boards, and in
GV Pearce’s case - as MP for Patea. They were
talented athletes and along with farming, spent a lot
of time organising sporting fixtures in Kakaramea
and Patea. It will be good to have their names on
the Honours Board, 141 years after they first played
the game for Taranaki. Another interesting man who
was on Honours Board is Cecil James Wray. He left
Patea a few years after he played for Taranaki in
1889, but his loyalty to the Patea Club remained until
his death in England in 1955.

ABOVE: Hawera & Normanby Star, 17 May 1888.

RIGHT:
G V Pearce of Kakaramea, played for Taranaki in 1885

Alfred Pearce played for the Taranaki team for
five seasons. He was the youngest of the four
Pearce brothers, aged 13 when they arrived in
New Zealand from England, starting at Kakaramea
School the year it opened — 1876. When he
finished his schooling he farmed on the family
farm on Wilson Road, where he remained for the
rest of his life. He trialled and was selected for
the Taranaki Football team in 1885 and remained
on the team until the end of the 1889 season. In
1888 the first tour of a British Football team came
to New Zealand. Nine matches were played from
April, before the team went to Australia, then 10
matches in September when it returned, it made
headline news and drew the crowds. The British
team played Combined Taranaki Clubs twice, once
each in Hawera and New Plymouth, and Patea was
represented on both occasions by Alfred Pearce.
The game in New Plymouth on 16 May was won by
Taranaki 2-0.

In 1896 Alf was on the Kakaramea Football team
when they played Patea at the Patea Domain.
Kakaramea won that day, 7-0, back when it was one
point per score. He was a calm man, with a steady
gaze that commanded attention. He was elected to
the Kakaramea Co-operative Dairy Factory Board
of Directors in 1905, four years later he was elected
Chairman, a position he held until his retirement
thirty years later. At the 21 year point of his
Chairmanship it was stated that ‘out of 156 meetings
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Alfred Pearce of Kakaramea, played for Taranaki 1885-89

that had been held he had attended all but two, one
of these being held on a day when he was attending
the funeral of a relative and the other when he was
attending as a witness at the Supreme Court’

Members of the Patea and Hawera rugby teams.
The two sides played on 10 May 1884 with Hawera winning 2-0. Photo from Puke Ariki Website.

Standing from left to right: Bright (umpire) Matthew Carey, Adam Sergeant, Williams, Oakley, Harry Locker,
Coghill, Smith, Coutts, Snook, Kwell, Newsham, Joll, Beachy, Riddiford, Southey, F. Lysaght, A. S. Tonks, T. Wylie,
S. Adamson (umpire).

Sitting from left to right: D. Paterson, William Locker (crouching), G V Pearce, Thomas Turner (Captain of Patea team),
Alf Pearce, H. Smith, Dive, W. Adamson, C. Hardem (Captain Hawera team), W. Wylie, and referee Hope Gibbons.

George Vater (GV) Pearce was 16 years old when he arrived
in Kakaramea from England with his parents and three brothers in
1876. They started farming on Wilson Road, on the farm they called
‘Deer Park’. GV and his brothers were well-known athletes, winning
prizes and breaking records in the district. The Patea County Mail
reported on 6 January 1881: ‘The winner of the cup at the Patea
Sports, for most points in the 100 yards, 200 yards, and quarter-
mile handicaps, was George Pearce, Kakaramea’. Gilbert was a
well-known and respected wrestler in his younger days, Whanganui
Chronicle 10 Sept 1894: Mr Gilbert Pearce is not unknown to the
athletic world as a footballer of some renown, but as a wrestler he
stood for some time pre-eminent. ... his great feats in the wrestling
line were recorded during his visit to California and the States.’

Itis said GV made £100 in a running race as a young man, which
he put toward the purchase of his own land. He leased his own farm
on Ball Road in 1886, purchasing it in 1888, and named it ‘Castle
Hill'. In 1882 GV was in the West Coast (North Island) team that
played the New South Wales football team from Australia, GV and



Hope Gibbons were the first Patea Club players to
appear against an overseas team. He was playing
for Patea when the ‘whistle’ was introduced to
Football in New Zealand in 1884, before that there
was a lot of shouting.

In 1885 five players from the Patea Club were
chosen to play for Taranaki, GV and his brother
Alfred were two of them. He was President of the
Patea Club in 1897, then again from 1909-1913.
GV only appeared for one season with the Taranaki
team but was associated with the Patea Club for
over 50 years. He was chairman of the Patea
County Council for 13 years, from November 1905.
GV chose a career in politics and won the 1908
election, representing the Patea electorate for the
Reform (National) Party in Parliament from 1908
to 1919. He would catch the train at the Ball Road
Railway Station to go to Wellington. He served under
Bill Massey who was the founding leader of the
Reform Party. GV resigned from parliament in 1919.
Two other Patea football players became Members
of Parliament: George Harold Smith (M.P. for
Pahiatua, 1916-1919); and Oswald James Hawken
(M.P. for Egmont. 1919-1928). Two weeks before his
death in 1935 he was awarded the King George V
Silver Jubilee Medal, one of 1500 awarded to state
officials and government officials in New Zealand, to
commemorate King George’s 25 years as King.

Cecil James Wray, of Patea, played for Taranaki in 1889

GREETINGS FROM
WRAY.

MR CECIL

To the Editor.

Siry=As an old Patea boy, T shoulid
like to send Kindliest Christmois greet-
ings and all good wishes for the New
Year to all friends in the distriet whe
remember me. I never forget my old
home and old friends, and 1 am only
gorry that when I visited New Zea-
land eavly last vear I was unable to
spend more than a couple of hours at
Patea. MHowever, T hope T muy e
spared to see my old town once again,
and I ean assure you 1 greatly - look
forward to doing sa. With
good wishes, Yours very truly,

CECIT. J. WLAY.

heartiest
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Wanganui Chronicle, 30 Dec 1932
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Patea Rugby Club - Taranaki Representatives

1885 Harry S Banks

1885-1889  Alfred Pearce

1885 George Vater Pearce

1885 George H Smith

1885 Matthew Carey

1889-91 Oswald James Hawken

1889 Cecil James Wray

1893 Cecil John Hawken

1897 Frank D McGovern

1899 James Henry Ball

1905 Reginald ‘Rex’ Gervase
Hamerton

1905-1907  Charles Augustine Burke

1905 Walter W Nicholas

1906-1911 Thomas Michael Sheahan

1907 James McGregor Elmslie

1907,08,09,11 Cornelius Francis Sheahan

1907-1913 George William Thomas Prouse
1908 Charles A Thurston

1908 Stanley George Davidson
1909 Walter H Swainson

1912 Samuel Cameron
1912,13,15  Percy Henry Tinney
1919-1920 Francis Stuart McKenna
1920 Frederick Crompton

1920 Leonard James Southcombe
1921-1922  Arthur Ernest Spratt
1922-1924 Lawrence Josiah Hunt

1923 James Kerrisk

1924-25, 28-31 Walter James Baldwin
1926-27 Leo Bourke
1926-1934 Clifton James Wills

Cecil James Wray grew up in Patea, born
13/3/1868, the son of Charles Allen and Emily Wray.
Charles was the Resident Magistrate for Patea
from 1877-1888. The large Italianate ‘Beaconsfield’
homestead on Lincoln Street was built for Charles
& Emily Wray in 1881. Cecil and his three sisters
started their schooling in Patea, there were two
other brothers who died in childhood. Cecil attended
Wanganui Collegiate School as a border from
1883-86. He was a rower, cricketer and rugby
player. At home in Patea he started appearing in
Football reports in 1884. In 1889 at the age of 21 he
was selected to the Taranaki Football team.

When he left school Cecil worked as a bank
clerk, he then qualified as a lawyer, practising in
Wanganui, and was on the Wanganui Borough
Council until he moved to England. He

assisted William Pember Reeves in writing and
revising The Long White Cloud published in 1898,

a history of New Zealand. Cecil married Ada Wray
on 24 May 1911 at the Holy Trinity Church of
Brompton, London. The marriage certificate says
he was a widow, unsure who his first wife was. Ada
died 22/2/1939. Appears there were no children.
Cecil was involved in the formation of ‘New Zealand
Lodge’ in London, now called ‘New Zealand House’,
before WWI.

During World War |, Cecil and Ada cared for
the welfare of New Zealand soldiers on leave in
England. In the 1919 King's Birthday Honours,
Wray was appointed a Member of the Order of the
British Empire, MBE, for services in connection
with prisoners of war and the comfort of New
Zealand troops in hospitals in the United Kingdom
during the war. In 1935, he was awarded the King
George V Silver Jubilee Medal. In WWII Cecil
once again helped NZ soldiers in England, by
means of arranging for funds to be sent to them
from NZ. Cecil’'s commitment to football and New
Zealand never waned and he served as the New
Zealand Rugby Union representative on the Rugby
Union (England) Committee from 1920-1946. He
represented New Zealand on the International
Olympic Committee from 1931 to 1934. Cecil died at
his home in Bournemouth in November 1955 aged
87.

1927-1928 Owen Philip Murphy
1929 Donald G Grant
1930-1933  Joseph Gerrard Crawford
1930-1938 Henry Alan Richards

1931, 32, 37 Patrick Alexander Bourke

1931 John Andreas Gordon Petersen
1932,35,35 Claude Gudgeon

1933-1935  Lawrence Hugh Edwards

1937 Alfred James Pepperell

1939 Reginald L Johns
1941,47,50,51,52 Harvey Hamilton Symes
1944-1946  Albert James ‘Sonny’ West
1945 William ‘Bill’ David Myers
1949-1950  John Brian Murphy

1950 Louis Michael Burkart

1950 John Frederick Garry McKenna
1951 Ronald L Cameron

1951 Harry C Young

1951-1956 Harvie Sutherland Scown
1952-1953 Robert ‘Bob’ Henry Cameron
1953-1954  William ‘Bill' J G Orr

1954 Patrick M Goodall

1956-1957  Russell Craig Scown

1957 Erling S Berentson

1959, 60, 62 Kerry Patrick Hurley

1962-1972  Murray Clifton Wills
1967-1975  Alistair lan Scown
1979-1981 Stephen John Hurley
1982-1983  Colin George Hurley
1999-2003  Jason Hooper
2006-07 Raymond B Stark
2018 Brendon G Leonard

NT

20 years’ Experience with Aerial
Spraying,Spreading & Seeding

WORrRIK

DRONE SERVICES

Services we offer

Spraying

- Brush weed control , Gorse, Blackberry, Etc
- Pasture & Crop Work,

= Moss & lichen on Large Roofs

- Liquid fertiliser

- Spot Spraying or Blanket application

Spreading
- Grass seeding

- Small seeds
- Fertiliser

Locally based in South Taranaki.
PH Nick Tallott

0274759482
Email: Ntairwork@icloud.com

We have your Rural Rubbish needs covered
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
Ph [06) 278-4786 @ 90 Collins Street, Hawera
ingrams@ingrams.co.nze WWWw.ingrams.co.nz
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ZBRIDGESTOMNE

amsiowe | | PATEA TYRES LTD

, & PROCESSING

45 Egmont Street, Patea
06273 8424

On farm home kill & game processmg call Dave on 027 329 0435

s

ZRIDGESTONE

bridgestonetyres.co.nz

Call today to book your animal in for humane
Free tyre assessment  Puncture repair 3D wheel alignment

k’”’ng and P I'Of essional P roce:ssng f rom Wheel balancing Nitrogen tyre inflation  Tyre sealer
addock to freezer, Taranaki wide and Wheel rims Oil & Filter Service Brake pads
P ’ p
Whanganui North including Brunswick, New batteries & free battery testing
Kai i Wi, Waitotara and Waver Iey Tyres  Tractor Truck Implement
027 329 0435 Car / Van Suv / 4x4 Motorcycle
9 Bicycle Lawn / Garden = Mobility / Wheelchair
ATV

South Taranaki's total Tyre and Wheel Alignment Store

For. all your

Agricultural
Waverley BT ting

serwces on the

PLUMBING & GAS

Proudly serving Waverley,
Patea & surrounding areas

Contact us today for all your , |
. . Round Bale Hay & Silage Hedge Mulching
Plumb]n99 Gaslﬁttlng’ & Maize Silage Harvesting Effluent
DruinIQYing needs Fertiliser Spreading Truck & Trailer Cartage

Cultivation & Planting Grass Silage by
Harvester or Loader
Supplement Sales Wagon

06 345 0924 Calf Bedding

© 027 384 4822
® kalincontracting.co.nz




WANGANUI RECYCLED RIBBON FUNDRAISER

Sunday 4™ October 2026

Wanganui Racecourse

All funds raised are going directly to
the Whanganui Women’s Refuge

ENTRIES

September 2026 - 27

We build new and restore old!!

PATEA & WAVERLEY PRESS

Te Karere o Patea me Te Wairoaiti

3 Mawhitiwhiti Rd, Normanby, Taranaki
06 272 8174 or 021 0473 493
email: ijjobs@outlook.co.nz | Facebook: @Pjoblin
www.phillipjoblinkitchenandfurniture.co.nz

News, results, events, public notices
Simply email patea.waverleypress@outlook.com

Deadline for all material 24th of each month

* Entries via email only to WanganuiRRF @gmail.com - (NOTE: no H in |
Wanganui). Please do not enter through the Facebook page or by private |
messaging Lisa. I

¢ Entries close on Friday 2" October at 8pm.

Any cancellation of the event will be posted on the Wanganui Recycled
Ribbon Fundraiser Facebook page by 6.30am on the day at the latest.
There will be no rain out date.

No late entries will be accepted and there will be strictly no entries on the
day.

* Final day for payment clearing is Friday 2" October. If your payment has
not shown up by then, your entry will not be accepted.

* Payment to be made to Westpac Bank Account 03-0785-0370027-00. Don’t
forget the $2 admin fee please!!!

e Please use the competitor’s name as the bank reference.

+ Any issues with payment or entry contact Lisa Newland on 0272 314314 or
message the Wanganui Recycled Ribbon Fundraiser Facebook page.

THINKING ABOUT TRADING

IN YOUR MIXER WAGON?

T SN
3 Generations Reliably
Supplying and Servicing the
Taranaki Region for Over 40 Years

Call us: 0800 745583

Waverley Craft &
Farmers Market

Where: Waverley Community Hall
When: Sunday ~ 20" September
~ 18" October

~ 15" November
Time: 9amtolpm

Come along and join the fun
at our new local market.
Stock up on fresh produce, jams,
and preserves or check out all the
wonderful art and craft stalls,
car boot sales and food trucks.

To book please email
waverleymarket@gmail.com
or call/text 021 052 4889

WE TRADE ALL
MIXER BRANDS

@mummu

werti-hiiz 2401 Doubie

@ sirautmann Hopk/ns

MIXER WAGONS e MUCK SPREADERS # LOADER WAGONS
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WAVERLEY
HARVESTING

Purveyors of Quality Stock Food

Sports News & Results

W

WAVERLEY
HARVESTING

Purveyors of Quality Stock Food

Patea Golf Club News August

4 Way Interclub

The host for this event next year will be Weedons.
Start saving for this event by organising your bank
payments.
Patea Cup

The eight round of the Patea Cup was played on
the 2nd August

First was Cyril Faiers with a nett 74 followed
by Clayton Hori with a nett 78. In the daily nett
competition first was Cyril nett 74 and second equal
were Roger Edgecombe and Phil Cassidy nett 77.
No twos were scored

Williams Cup Nett competition over 18 holes
played on the 1st August

Very windy conditions prevailed and the scoring
reflected this. First was Darcy Faiers with a nett 78
followed by Mike Taikato with a nett 79. No twos
were scored
Cosford Cup 8th August

This was a stableford competition over 18holes
and partners were drawn

First were Clayton Hori and Jeff Bright with 65

NEWLY RETIRED?

LOOKING FOR A NEW HOBBY?

Love horses and ponies but can't keep one

of your own?

Taranaki Carriage Drivers are holding a training weekend,
on September 19th and 20th, for volunteers at their
carriage driving events. Held mainly at Waverley, these
events are serious competitions but we are also very

serious about having fun.

For more information please contact

Colleen Rebay,

06-346-5815, 021 052 2722 or

rebay@slingshot.co.nz

points followed by Bill Tahiwi and Shane Rore with
60 points. Jeff Bright scored the only two but the

jackpot was not struck.

A nett plus putts competition was played on 15th

August.

First was Roger Edgecombe scoring 103 followed
by Bill Tahiwi and Ray Finlay on 104. Clayton Hori
scored the only two but once again the jackpot was

not struck.

Adam’s trophy was an 18-hole stableford
competition played on the 22nd August.

Once again windy conditions prevailed and the
scores were not good. Clayton Hori scored 33 points
and won on countback from Peter Te Ngahue also
with 33 points followed by Ray Finlay on 32 points.

No twos were scored
Shootout number two

The second shootout ladder has started so keep
putting those scores in to get onto the ladder

100 Club

The tickets have all been sold in our club’s major
fundraiser for the year. Thank you to everyone

who has purchased a
ticket and good luck
for the 41 cash draws.
Keep Sunday 20th
September free for the

golf tournament. The club is seeking sponsors for
the golf tournament.
Melbourne Cup Sweepstake

If you want to be in the club members only
Melbourne Cup sweepstake there are only two
tickets left. Good prizes. Be in to win.
Cogs Funding

Thank you to Cogs funding for granting our
application and to Ev for her work in preparing the
application
Patea Panthers

The Patea Panters darts team got off to a slow
start in their semifinal match but then made a
comeback but eventually lost 26 to 19. Well, done
for a good year competing in the local competition.

Upcoming events.

Saturday 5th September Patea Cup Qualifying
round

Saturday 12tth September Remuera Cup 18
holes nett

Sunday 20th September 100 club golf
tournament 10.30am shotgun start

Saturday 26th September 1st round Strokeplay
Champs All grades

Sunday 27th September 2nd round Strokeplay
Champs All grades

ENTRY FEE:
510 per round
525 for 3 rounds (Max of 3 rounds per combination)

510 fee if entering on the day

Emailed entries to wanganuiapshow@gmail.com before Spm on Saturday 12™

Entries done after Spm on the 12" must be done at the show as email won't be monitored.
Bank account: Wanganui A&P Assn 02-0792-0019868-00 use riders’ surname as reference.
If entering on the day CORRECT CASH MUST BE GIVEN

WANGANUI A&F ASSOCIATION
PRACTICE TRAINING JUMPING DAY
SUNDAY 13™ SEPTEMBER 2026

HELD AT THE WANGANU! RACECOURSE
GATES OPEN AT 9:00am
FIRST HEIGHT STARTS AT 10:00am

. 50cm Horsef Pony
. 60cm horse/ Pony
. 70cm Horse/f Pony
. B0cm Horse/f Pony
90cm Horse/ Pony
. 1.00m Horse/ Pony
. 1.10m Horse /Pony
. 1.20m Horse/ Pony

L = T T I

RULES / REGULATIONS:

Open to all riders

Mo dogs allowed.

All Rubbish & Manure must be taken home with you.

Approved tagged helmets must be worn at all times when mounted and appropriate
foctwear to be worn.

Mo Horses or wehicles to be on any of the racecourse tracks at any times.

No horses or ponies to be tied to any racecourse rails.

Toilets are located in racecourse tie-up stall area.

Mo food vendor will be onsite.

Mo abuse to any Animal, Organiser, Competitor or spectator will be tolerated.
‘Wanganui A&P does not accept any liability for any loss, damage, accident, injury or
iliness to any Horse, Pony, Person, Viehicle or property while at this event.

First aider will be onsite.

Any person to have a fall is to be checked off by our first aider.

2 Bear Street
Waverley
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WAVERLEY
HARVESTING

Purveyors of Quality Stock Food




