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Local news or upcoming event?
To get in touch, simply email

patea.waverleypress@outlook.com
Deadline for the next paper is

Friday 24th of April

Taranaki Regional Council receives $1.5m for predator-free research
Taranaki Regional Council will continue its proud 

tradition of predator-free innovation thanks to a $1.5 
million research grant from central government. 

The Council will use the money from the 
Department of Conservation to embed research and 
development projects within its Towards Predator-
Free Taranaki programme over the next three years. 

The first study will look at the effectiveness of 
three new high-tech possum detection devices in 
a low possum environment and compare them to 
current methodologies.   

It will be carried out on farmland in the Zero 
Possum area between Oākura and Ōkato, where the 
Towards Predator-Free Taranaki team has removed 
thousands of possums in the last few years. 

One of the devices under the spotlight is HARK, an 
AI-powered acoustic monitoring system developed 
by Taranaki’s 800 Trust. It identifies animal sounds 
such as possum calls.  

The others are two AI cameras, made by New 
Zealand developers Critter Solutions and 2040, 
manufacturing partner for The Cacophony Project. 
While mainly focused on possums, the research will 
also test the devices’ ability to detect stoats and rats. 

All three devices have been tested individually, 
but this will be the first comparison between them 
and against existing methodologies in such a low 
possum environment. 

Council Environment Services Manager Steve Ellis 
says the Council has a track record of pioneering 
innovation in the predator free space.  

“Over and above the success of our urban 
backyard trapping, rural mustelid project and 
reducing possums to zero in large blocks of 
farmland, our biggest contribution has come through 
testing and sharing learnings with others. 

 “The virtual barrier of traps at Pukeiti was the first 
large scale trial of new remote reporting technology 
while our trial of AT220 traps and our use of dogs 
in this landscape are also good examples. The 
Zero Possum project itself was trailblazing in that 
it was the first time anyone had attempted possum 

eradication on such a large scale in this kind of 
landscape.” 

The new research could be a gamechanger for 
possum control, he says. 

“What we learn could refine detection 
methodology across the country.  It will help 
progress understanding of how to remove the last 
few possums from intensive farmland, which must 
happen if New Zealand is going to achieve its 
predator free goal. 

“I’m particularly excited to be working with 800 
Trust, who are doing fantastic work in East Taranaki. 
Their solar powered HARK device not only picks up 
and knows the difference between animal sounds 
but it can tell which direction they are coming from, 
which means they can triangulate it. That directional 
aspect could be a game changer, especially when 
you are down to the last few possums.” 

The Zero Possum area will be divided into blocks 
for the research to be replicated. Some of those 
blocks are believed to be possum free, but that will 
be put to the test by the high-tech eyes and ears. 

“The new devices might find a possum we have 
not been able to detect, which is great. But if they 
don't then we will release a possum into that zone to 
test the detection device capability.” 

The developers of the three devices will be on the 
ground throughout the research, ensuring they are 
placed and operated optimally. A scientist has also 
been engaged to design the research and monitor 
and evaluate the results.  

The study will run throughout 2026. The Council 
has spoken to the farmers and landowners in the 
research area, all of whom are supportive of the 
work.  

For more follow Towards Predator-Free Taranaki 
on Facebook.  

Below Right:
Shaun Ryan from the Cacophony Project gives 

TRC staff a demo.
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Local. Family owned. Built right. 

iBuilt for your farm. Sized to perform. 
Call us about custom effluent ponds and silage bunkers.

Farmer who charged at TRC 
offi  cer fi ned $35,000 for dairy 

effl  uent discharges
An Ōpunake farmer with a poor effl  uent system has been fi ned $35,000 with a 

discount on the penalty discarded after he charged at a Taranaki Regional Council 
offi  cer inspecting the ‘systematic problems’ on his farm.  

James Langton was sentenced at New Plymouth District Court in January 
after pleading guilty to two charges under section 338(1)(a) of the Resource 
Management Act for discharging untreated dairy effl  uent onto land which could 
have contaminated groundwater and the Hihiwera Stream near Opunake.  

Judge JA Smith noted the threats and intimidation of Council offi  cers when 
police were present at the inspection on 12 October last year. 

Offi  cers were investigating the discharge of untreated dairy effl  uent onto land 
and groundwater at the 40ha farm on Ihaia Road. That followed seven earlier 
non-compliance notices from 2009 to 2022, fi ve of which were related to effl  uent 
on the site.  

The judge said it was a ‘miracle’ the effl  uent in the 2025 incident had not made 
it to water after the inspection found effl  uent was being discharged directly from 
pipes rather than an irrigator and a broken outlet pipe was also discharging 
directly onto land.  

An inspection on 9 October could not be completed when Langton became 
aggressive to staff  and, on 12 October, he charged at a Council offi  cer and police 
had to intervene.  

“This Court will not tolerate threats or intimidation of Council offi  cers who are 
doing their job,” wrote Judge Smith.  

Langton, who no longer operates the farm, was denied a 5 per cent discount for 
personal remorse or otherwise good conduct due to the ‘regrettable’ charging of 
the Council offi  cer. 

Council Compliance Manager Jared Glasgow said the decision to discard the 
discount and the substantial fi ne shows the severity of the incident. 

“We were appalled by the actions of the farmer. There is no place for 
intimidation or threats to our staff  who are out in the community working to 
safeguard our environment,” says Mr Glasgow. 

“While we work really well with the vast majority of farmers, we hope the 
outcome of this case will act as a reminder that our staff  are people and should be 
treated accordingly. Our staff  are doing fantastic work and deserve to be treated 
with respect.  

“This case is also a reminder of the importance of following resource consents 
and ensuring dairy effl  uent is disposed of correctly with zero chance of it entering 
waterways or groundwater.” 
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Patea Rugby and Sports Club 
Jubilee

Registrations are open for the 150th Jubilee for the Patea Rugby Club. The 
Jubilee committee are meeting on a regular basis to organise the Kings Birthday 
weekend celebration for this momentous milestone. Click on the QR code here, 
or email patearugby150@gmail.com to register, or for further information. We 
have received significant funding from Sandfords, Steelformers, Silver Fern 
farms and Harvey Symes Trust, which ensures the registration fee will be low, 
making it an event for all to be a part of.

We are sorting through the old archives and have found many old treasures, 
including this photo of the Patea Senior Team from 1913. This year was a 
particularly good one for both the Junior and Senior team, and we now have 
photos of both teams. Both teams won the coverted Wairoa Sub-Union Cups. 
Alton Football Club won this Cup (second divison) the previous year.

Looking at this photo of these men in 1913 is poignant with the advantage 
of time, knowing that within a year, WWI would begin and many of these men 
enlisted. At least two men from this 1913 team were killed in action at WWI: 
Frederick Willis and William Butler. William was only 20 years old when he was 
killed at the Battle of Chunuk Bair in 1915. By the end of 1914 advertisements 
were dotted throughout the Patea Mail, such as this one on 23 November 1914, 
directly after a Patea Rugby Club notice: ‘A special meeting of the members of 
the Patea Football Club will be held in the Albion Hotel to-morrow at 7.30pm, 
All members are requested to make a special point of being present.   -   The 
Defence Department notify that all men willing to enlist in the New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force for service abroad should apply personally and register their 
names with the nearest Defence office’. And then the following year a farewell 
was held at the Albion Hotel, which was the Clubrooms for Patea Rugby Club, 
they had all their after-match functions, meetings and presentations there.

Patea Mail, 1 October 1915, ‘VALEDICTORY.A smoke concert promoted by 
the Patea Football Club was held in the Albion Hotel dining room last evening 
to farewell several members who are home on final leave before proceeding 
to the front. Mr R. Brewer occupied the chair, and a good muster of friends 
and supporters of the game were present. During the course of the evening Mr 
Brewer on behalf of the Patea Football Club presented to each departing soldier 
a handsome and useful present from the Club. In the course of his remarks Mr 
Brewer emphasised the value of the football training to those proceeding to the 

front and felt sure they would one and all be a credit as others had been to the 
country which sent them forth. Mr George Williams and other speakers endorsed 
the Chairman’s remarks and wished them on behalf of their old Club God Speed 
and a safe and victorious return’.

We are wanting as many Patea Rugby Club team photos as possible for the 
book that will be printed later in the year. If you are able to help with this, please 
email us so we can arrange for them to be scanned. And spread the word about 
the Jubilee, it will be a momentous occasion all those connected to the Club.

Patea Rugby Football Club Senior Team 1913, Winners of the Senior Championship Wairoa Rugby Sub Union Cup 1913. 
Matches Played 12; Won 10, Lost 2, Points for 168, Against 51.

Front row: Con Sheahan Tom Sheahan, Frederick Willis, Stanley Davidson, George Prouse, Edwin Davidson, Ernest Thompson (Line Umpire).
Middle row: Lawrence Pepperell, J Ashby, Edward F Hemingway (Vice-President), Percy Tinney (Captain), Stanley Gunn, C Broughton.

Front row: J Daley, Charlie Carey, William Butler, Maurice Southcombe. Absent: Morgan.
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Patea Golf Club News February/March 2026

PATEA TYRES LTD
45 Egmont Street, Patea

06 273 8424 

bridgestonetyres.co.nz
     Free tyre assessment       Puncture repair         3D wheel alignment      
          Wheel balancing         Nitrogen tyre inflation        Tyre sealer    
              Wheel rims           Oil & Filter Service          Brake pads   
                                    New batteries & free battery testing                                                       

    Tyres        Tractor           Truck                        Implement  
                       Car / Van           Suv / 4x4                        Motorcycle
          Bicycle               Lawn / Garden       Mobility / Wheelchair 
                                      ATV

South Taranaki's total Tyre and Wheel Alignment Store

Challenge Ladder
The fi rst challenge ladder for 2026 is fi lling so keep 

those scores coming in to get on the ladder for the 
fi rst shootout
Junior Golf

Junior coaching will resume with a selected group 
after Easter weekend.
Flying Nine

Will be played on Wednesday nights from 4.30pm 
until end of daylight-saving Visitors and non-golfers 
are welcome
Business House golf

Business house golf has fi nished for the summer 
season. Thank you to all teams for participating and 
to all the sponsors who supported this event and 
to our ladies in the kitchen for the delicious fresh 
burgers. Results for the aggregate prizes were!  Ist 
ABC 140 2nd MILKOAD 140 3rd Below Average 145 
4th Vetfarm 148
Summer Cup

Bill Tahiwi won the Summer Cup scoring 142 
second was Ray Finlay on 150 and third equal were 
Cyril Faiers and Mike Taikato 151.
Gibson Cup

This was a net competition played over 18 holes.
First on countback was Shane Rore scoring a net 

68. 2nd Clayton Hori also net 68 and 3rd Ray Finlay 
net 71. Shane scored a two but did not win the 
jackpot.
Patea Cup

The second round was played on the 7th March.
1st was Ray Finlay scoring a net 68 on countback 

followed by Mike Taikato also nett 68 and third was 
Shane Rore with a net 69. The other net competition 

played was won by Win Finlay scoring a net 67. 
Ryan Finey scored a two but once again the jackpot 
was not struck.
Wayne Railton Trophy

This was a multiple stableford competition played 
on the 15th March and partners were drawn. 1st 
were Ata Nui and Gerald Rutten with 91 points and 
second were Bill Tahiwi and Verna Bourke with 
80 points and third were Clayton Hori and Roger 
Edgecombe with 73 points.
Club Championship matchplay fi nalists are 
Senior Men Aarun Hughes and Clayton Hori
Intermediate men  Cyril Faiers and Jamie 
Close Adams
Junior Men  Troy Kunaiti and Anthony Rudolph
Limit men Jeff  Bright and Dan Nesbit
Ladies Bronze 2   Kathy Faiers and Win 
Finlay
Results next publication
Patea Cup

The 3rd round was played on the 22nd March
First was Nick Williams with a net 71 followed by 

Mike Taikato net 72. Twos were scored by Casey 
Whanau Darcy Faiers and Ryan Finey but no one 
drew the jackpot hole. The other net competition was 
won by Casey Whanau net 70 followed by Barbara 
Hill and Nick Williams both scoring net 71.
Four Way Interclub weekend May 30th and May 
31st

Patea host the 4 way interclub this weekend. If you 
want to participate this weekend, please put your 
names on the sheet provided in the clubhouse.
Greens Coring

The greens will be cored on Wednesday the 8th 

April. Thank you to Noel McColl for providing the 
sand. We need plenty of volunteers for this day so 
please come along and support your club at the 
working bee.

Upcoming events
Wednesday 8th April Greens Coring
Saturday 25th April Black and White cup 18  
   holes net
Sunday 26th April Patea Cup Qualifi er   
   Round
Saturday 2nd May  SHE Cup foursomes 18  
   holes stableford

Send in your sports results, 
upcoming events and news 

by simply emailing
patea.waverleypress@outlook.com

Deadline 24th of each month
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Call today to book your animal in for humane 
killing and professional processing from 
paddock to freezer, Taranaki wide and 
Whanganui North including Brunswick, 

Kai iwi, Waitotara and Waverley.
027 329 0435

KKEELLSSEENN’’SS HHOOMMEE KKIILLLL  
&& PPRROOCCEESSSSIINNGG 

MPI REGISTERED HOME KILL AND RECREATIONAL CATCH SERVICE PROVIDER

Waverley Croquet Club
The Club Singles competition has dominated most of the months play. This 

usually takes a while as all members play each other until a winner emerges. 
We still have a way to go yet. On the 3rd of March we hosted the Wanganui Club 
for the afternoon of fun and banter. All enjoyed the afternoon which fi nished off  
with a tasty afternoon tea. 

A few of our Club members made up a few teams and entered the annual 
Inglewood open tournament. They did pretty well with two of our teams up with 
third placing points. This was a two day event and thoes who went enjoyed their 
weekend.

The Club Easter raffl  e is out now but will be drawn by the time this is 
published. We would like to thank the community for their on going support, it is 
much appreciated. The Glenbrook Vintage Railway will have also gone  through 
Waverley, with the Croquet Club providing a lunch for passengers as they stop 
at Waverley Railway  Station. 
Up Coming Events:  
Weds 1st April Tasman Club from New Plymouth will be visiting our Club. 
This will be a full day.
Weds 22nd April our Club will be visiting Stratford Club. This will be our 
fi rst visit to this Club.
April 25th our Club  will be providing morning tea for ANZAC day.
Contacts Colleen Hayman 0204 149 4288 
  Chris How 027 618 8586  
  Jacqui Davidson 021 764 373.

Members who attended the two day tournament in Inglewood

Save the Date!!
2026 Waverley A&P Show
Tuesday 17th November
Dallison Park  Waverley
www.sporty.co.nz/waverleyshow


